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DVERTISING simplifies: buying. In the adver- 


tising columns: are gathered together facts 
about a variety of products from which you may 


make your selection. Remember that the TIMES adver- 
tising columns are here for your use every week, 
: to aid in meeting your needs. 


“Tribulation Worketh” 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


CAME to Christ a suppliant for His patience, peace, 
and joy, 


- For sweet perfection that would own no stain, no small 


alloy ; 


-I thought, too, He would surely give such biessing un- 


to me. 
That I could lift a joyous heart from burden ever free. 
But lo, He sent me-home to learn to suffer and to- bear 
The shock: of tribulation and the daily prick of care: 
He let the little children mar the cleanness of my floor, 
And on a busy morn He sent three agents to my door; 


. The ordered food arrived too late to serve a waiting 


est, 
A letter from a friend brought word of failure in the test; 
Some one mistook my words and gave them unde- 
servéd blame, 
A wayward child set out to bring dishonor to my name. 
“Dear Lord,’’ I prayed, ‘can this sore heart so much 
of sorrow bear?” 
*‘ My child,” He said, “it comes to bring the answer 
to your prayer.” 








When There is Nothing 


When there is nothing in sight to relieve our 
distress, is the situation desperate? When there is 
The Christian may often 
have to admit that there is nothing, but he never has 
to admit that there is no one. There is always One 
to help, and that One is never desperate. In a tract 
entitled “He Can,” there is a challenging and stirring 
a of comfort based on the Word of. Scripture 
“He -_« hangeth the earth upon nothing” (Job 
26: 7). Job said wiser things than his foolish friends, 
and this was one of his expressions of true faith in 
God. The tract reminds us: “In looking to God 
for deliverance of any kind, we are prone to try to 
discover what material he has on hand to work on in 
coming to our relief. If we are praying for ‘financial 
help, we are apt to. look over. the community ‘to see 
if we can think of anyone whom Lord might in- 
fluence to lend us some money. . . . It is so 
human to look and crave for ‘something in sight that 
will help the Lord out. . In. time of need, if we can 
only find a little something for God to begin on, we 
seem so much better satisfied. . . . Just think a 
moment. It is not at all necessary for you to see 
any help in sight, nor is it really necéssary for God 
to have any relief on hand.- He does not need ainy- 
thing to begin on. In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. What did he make them out 
of? Nothing, absolutely nothing. When the earth 
was made, what did he hang it on? Nothing. Pretty 


satisfactory earth to be made of nothing, eh? Re- 
member, not a scrap of anything was used to make 
it. ‘He : hangeth the earth upon nothing.’ It 
hangs all ‘right, doesn’t it? Very well, then. A God 
who can make an earth, a sun, a moon and stars out 
of nothing, and keep them hanging on nothing, can 


supply all your needs whether he has anything to° 


begin to work with or not. Wonderful, isn’t it? Trust 
him and he will see you through, though he has to 
make your supplies out of nothing.” 


a“ 
“The Word that I Have Spoken” 


God’s words are never thrown away. They can 
no more be useless than God can be useless. They 
are life-giving —or death-dealing. And the same is 
true of words spoken by men, when these utter God’s 
truth. Bishop Ryle, in his “Expository Thoughts on 
the Gospels,” says a word to preachers concerning 
our Lord’s word as recorded in John 12:48: “He 


- that rejecteth. me, and receiveth not my- words, hath 


one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, 
the same shall judge him in the last day.” Bishop 
Ryle comments: “We see here that the words of 
those who speak for God are not thrown away be- 
cause they seem not believed at the time. Christ’s 


- words, though despised and rejected by the Jews, did 


not fall to the ground. Those whom they did not 
save they will condemn. There will be a resurrec- 
tion of all faithful sermons at the last day. . . 

Great is the responsibility of preachers! Their words 
are always doing good or adding to the condemna- 
tion of the lost. They are a savour of life to some, 
and: of death to others.” The same is true of the 
words of faithful Sunday-school teachers, and of all 
who witness faithfully to the Bible, the Gospel, and 
Christ. Reversing the situation, what of ourselves 
when we listen to God’s own words, or-his own truth 
in men’s words? We are responsible for all that we 


hear of truth: if wé believe and obey, it blesses us; 
if we deny or ignore, it cdndemns us. There is in- 
escapable responsibility, of an eternal sort, in what 
we say and in what we hear. 


ad 
“I’m Glad I’m Here” 


To what sort of people do we instinctively turn 
when we are in trouble or in great need? To athe- 
ists, unbelievers, agnostics, worldly Christians whose 
chief interest seems to be pleasure and self? Or do 
we want the fellowship of those to whom the Lord 
Jesus Christ is their very life? Such people are 
sometimes criticized for being too “other worldly,” 
even impractical and visionary. But when crisis 
times come the only practical thing to do seems to 
be to seek them out and get their help. We need their 
help because they continually depend on God's help. 
Recently a Christian woman was visiting in the home 
of out-of-town friends, and in the midst of a beauti- 
ful forenoon there came a series of: terrific explosions, 
shaking the foundations of the house and of the whole 
community. _The houses were not injured; but every 
one was terrified, and no one knew just where the ex- 


‘ plosion had occurred. Later she said that her first 


thought was, “I’m glad I’m here!” For she knew it 
was a home in which the Lord Jesus Christ had the 
pre-eminence, The Lord was very precious to those 
in that home, and if sudden disaster or death was im- 
pending, she thought it was-a good place to be in, or 
to go from to meet the Lord. Surely our Lord would 


‘have us all give him such pre-eminence in our lives 


that others may be glad to be with us in crisis times. 
If “to me to-live is Christ,” then those who are close 


‘to us are close to him, and they recognize the joy and 


protection of his presence and blessing. As members 
of his body we all have the privilege of so abiding 
in him that those with us shall say from their hearts, 
“I’m glad I’m here.” 


The Mission of the Church 


putants, furnishes fifteen criteria by which the 

true Church may be recognized. They are such 
as these: persistence, wealth, worldly power, earthly 
dignity, the discomfiture of those who oppose her 
authority. But we have in the last verse of the Gospel 
according to Mark a test more sure than any of these 
—namely, earnest, unfaltering, self-denying evangel- 
ism. “They went forth, and preached every where, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming the word 
with signs following.” 

This is the most authentic note of the Church; it is 
also the sum of her history. Baronius and the "Mag- 
deburg Centuriators pile up their folios as they chron- 
icle a vast nu r of incidents, mournful or joyous; 
but the true line of the Church’s progress is its mis- 
sionary enterprise. This has been the most outstand- 
ing feature of the Church from its inception. 

“They went forth, and preached every where.” In 
the first generation ’after Christ the disciples carried 
the Gospel message into all lands. Long before the 
close of the first century the announcement of the 
Lord’s death and resurrection was borne beyond the 
frontiers of the Roman Empire, and every province 
was starred with: congregations of Christ. In a later 
day the missionaries of the Celtic Church overran 
Europe, conveying the message of the cross on to the 
gates. of Constantinople. The Friends of God, in the 
twelfth century, swept down from the Alps, and evan- 
gelized the Rhine lands up to the North Sea. The 


CC tans Bellarmine, keenest of Romish dis- 


tenets of the Reformation were borne “as on angels’ - 


wings” to the ends of the earth. And today the Scrip- 
tures have been translated into every considerable 
language of earth—some 850 in all—and mission- 
aries have gone out to every nation under heaven. 

In the first instance, however, the words just quoted 
probably refer to that scattering of the Jerusalem be- 
lievers which resulted from the martyrdom of Stephen 
and the persecution that followed. It would not have 
been surprising if some of them had reasoned after this 


fashion: “In future we must be more circumspect, 
we should consider the prejudices of those whe differ 
from us, we ought to be careful not to antagonize 
those of a contrary opinion; let us rather proceed upon 
the plane of least resistance.” But no such feeling 
seems to have been entertained by any of them: “They 
went forth, and preached every where.” 

If we should ask, what was the spring of this per- 
sistent effort to evangelize the nations, the answer that 
the New Testament gives is: The preciousness of 
Christ. Christ meant so much to those saints of the 
dawn that they could not bear to think that other men 
—men in their myriads — were not partakers in their 
joy. It was a day of good tidings; to hold one’s peace 
would be criminal. When Peter and John were com- 
manded by the Council to speak no more in the name 
o: Jesus, they replied: “We cannot but speak the 
things which we have seen and heard” (Acts 4: 20). 
And this attitude was shared by the whole company 
of believers; the word of the Lord was in their hearts 
as a burning fire, they were weary with forbearing, 
and could not stay. Ask them why they so insistently 
preach: they answer “We cannot help it.” 

Our Christian sensibility is frequently appealed to 
on behalf of “the Christless millions.” We cannot 
visualize millions, let us think of the individual. Those 
who are lapsing from religious- observances ‘are not 
“masses” but units, each with his life to be lived, his 
destiny to be determined. Those early evangelists 
some of whom had companied with the Saviour, all 
of whom had familiarized themselves with the course 
of his ministry, enshrined within their love for the 
Master an overwhelming compassion for the unsaved. 
His divine yearning over the perishing multitudes was 
reproduced by those witnesses to the Evangel. In spirit 
they observed their Lord, when he was confronted 
with the ravages that sin had wrought, sigh, and look 
upward. They marked his tears, as he stood at the 
graveside, and thought of those countless sepulchers 
of earth that are sealed until the judgment day. -They 
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remembered how, when his Messiahship was ac- 
claimed in the streets of Jerusalem, he had first poured 
out his soul in lamentation over the heedless city, 
hanging upon the brink of doom; and then, with tear- 
stained countenance, rode through the sound of “ho- 
sannas” to the altar of his consecration. The Lord 
of the Evangel was a Man of sorrows, the Acquainted 
with grief; and a heart of compassion like to that of 
Christ was given to those early missionaries. 

“They went forth.” When D. L. Moody was asked, 
“How may we reach the non-churchgoing?” his an- 
swer was concise. He said, “Go to them.” How shall 
we win “the churchless millions” who throng our own 
doorsteps? We must go to them. Let us visit them 
in their homes. Many a former member of the church 
has grown heedless because no one shepherded him, so 
that when he thought at all about the matter he could 
truthfully complain, “No man cared for my soul.” In 
the streets of the city, in the furrows of the field, we 
must accost those who protest indifference — their 
blunt profession often concealing the ache of a 
wounded spirit: many a man has been won for God 
and truth by the wayside. William Grimshaw used 
to raid the ale-houses in his parish with admirable ef- 


fect: a drinking saloon may prove to be a desirable ° 


place in which to cast the Gospel net. We must go 
to those whom we seek, no matter where they are. 
When one of the sheep for which the Shepherd bled 
is lost upon the dark mountains, the Spirit of the Lord 
will thrust forth the under-shepherds of the flock, to 
seek until they find—he himself accompanying them. 

It is hardly necessary to say that the going forth is 
not merely geographical. We must place ourselves in 
spiritual contact with those who are out of the way. 
In our imperfect degree we exemplify the principle 
of the incarnation: “Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself like- 
wise took part of the same; that through death he 
might destroy him that had the power of death” (Heb. 
2:14). In taking upon himself our nature, the only- 
begotten of the Father resigned everything: “He 
emptied himself” ; “he became poor”; “he came down.” 
As his followers we must cut ourselves loose from all 
that debars us from most intimate fellowship with the 
lost. We put ourselves, as it were, in the place of 
those who linger uncomforted in the darkness and 
piercing chill outside the King’s palace. We come in 
spirit to the place of exile where the captives are, we 
sit where they sit, we are baptized into a sense of 
their condition, our heart is set at liberty from its own 
anxieties in order that it may strenuously occupy it- 
seff with the care of the Christless. 

“They went forth, and preached every where.” The 
Gospel that we are commissioned to declare is a uni- 
versal message. It is fitted for every age, and is 
addressed to all mankind. As the years pass our under- 
standing of it may be enriched, but in substance it 
remains the same. In short, it is the Word of God. 
This term is employed in Scripture in at least three 
senses. It is, first of all, the entire revelation com- 
municated to the Church by the Holy Spirit and com- 
mitted to us in the Old Testament and the New. But 
when this term is found in Paul’s writings it frequent- 
ly stands for that complex of doctrine that we call 
“saving truth,” those great lines of teaching that mark 
out the Gospel way that leads home to God. In other 
passages of Scripture this expression points to Christ, 
the eternal Word, who was made flesh and dwelt 
among us. Here then, we may find an instruction 
regarding the scope of our preaching. It must be 
Scriptural; it nfust be primarily concerned with re- 
demptive truth; it must unerringly and unchangeably 
point the hearers to the Saviour. The call of the 
Christian preacher, whether pastor or evangelist, must 
ever be: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world.” 

Perhaps we may draw a. further instruction from 
the word translated “preach.” It recalls the cry of 
the herald who precedes the monarch and acclaims his 
advent. There seems to be in this word a suggestion 
of the actual presence of the King in his sanctuary. 
Our preaching should make our hearers sensible of 
the touch of the Master’s hand of power, the music 
of his utterance, the light of his face; “the healing of 
his seamless dress”; it should possess that revealing 
quality that enables men to see the unseen, and to 
dwell among eternal things. As a service of religion 
proceeds this should always be true of it: “Jesus him- 
self drew near, and went with them.” 

“They went forth, preaching every where, the Lord 
working with them.” “Except the Lord build the 
house, they labour in vain that build it: except the 
Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.” 
Spiritual results are effected only by the divine Spirit; 
apart from Christ we can do nothing. Our feeble 
voices will not raise the dead unless the blast of the 
archangel’s trumpet ring through them. “Son of man, 
can these bones live?” ‘“O Lord God, thou knowest.” 
Then said the Lord, “Prophesy upon these bones, and 
say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord.” Then the dead shall hear in our human speech 
the voice of the Son of God, and shall live. 

The gracious Master who co-operates with his serv- 
ants is the Lord. We are too apt to take up some 
fragment of work for the kingdom in our own wis- 
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dom and strength. We say, “I shall do this, and 
thus.” Whereas we ought to say, “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” He shall, and must direct; we 
dare not call upon him merely to make good our de- 
ficiencies. Still less may we antagonize his will. 
Thomas Cook, the Wesleyan evangelist, had a singu- 
larly fruitful record as a winner of souls. He had 
a flaming passion for the salvation of men; his zeal 
consumed him —he barned out in the midtime of his 
usefulness. After his death a number of ministers 
were discussing the secret of his evangelistic power. 
One of those present seemed to carry with him the as- 
sent of all. He said, “There was nothing in Thomas 
Cook to hinder God.” How can two work together 
except they be agreed? We must be pliant in the 
hand of 1 e Lord, if he is to use us as he wills to do. 
And it is his will that we should be clothed upon with 
power from on high, that we should be filled with the 
Spirit of love and power and discipline, that we should 
have the joy of turning many to righteousness, so 
weaving by our earthly toil a garland of renown for 
the brow of our Saviour. “Not unto us, Lord, not 
unto us, but unto thy name be the glory.” 

When the first missionaries went forth into strange 
lands, to preach the word in companionship with Christ 
“signs followed.” In New Testament phraseology a 
“sign” is a miracle. And the church that js not em- 
powered to work miracles is of little use either to 
God or to man. One is speaking now only of miracles 
in the spiritual sphere—of that display of wonder- 
working power that will lift a man out of the grave 
into which his sins have sunk him, which will give 
him power to break the tyranny of darkness, and 
transform him into the likeness of Christ. Such mir- 
acles always attend the working of those who go forth 
in the fellowship with Christ. In the earliest period 
of apostolic history the Lord added to the Church 
daily those who were being saved. And “there is no 
retraction of Pentecost.” The gifts and calling of 
God are without repentance. If we do not see those 
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blessed results as frequently as we desire, at least, we 
shall not have occasion to mourn over a ministry that 
is bare of spiritual fruit. The plague of barrenness 
shall not prevail among us. 

The “signs following” confirmed the word to those 
who heard. 

At present faith is afflicted with a degree of languor. 
It is not that the people of the Lord are unbelieving, 
but many of them, like the disciples in the early days 
of their companionship with Christ, are “of little 
faith.” They adhere to the doctrines, but in their ad- 
vocacy of these there is little power. But let a con- 
gregation see the working of the divine Spirit in the 
hearts and lives of many who have not hitherto been 
touched by his gracious influences; a new impulse is 
at once given to faith. The change is immediately ap- 
parent; it is as the scent of dew in harvest, it is like 
oxygen ministered to flame. Bishop Phillips Brooks 
declared that, though he had written hundreds of ser- 
mons, he had only one text: “I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly.” It is the life abundant that we need: 
“°*Tis life of which our veins are scant.” But God is 
able to make all grace abound toward us. And the 
sight of men and women passing through deep con- 
viction to joy in God will quicken faith as nothing else 
can. 

Many are longing for a tidal movement of the Holy 
Spirit to sweep over the churches. But we do not need 
to wait for that. The Jewish Church cried in her ex- 
tremity: “Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of 
the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, in the gener- 
ations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, 
and wounded the dragon?” (Isa. 51:9.) What was 
the divine response? “Awake, awake, put on thy 
strength, O Zion: put on thy beautiful garments, O 
Jerusalem, the holy city. . . . Shake thyself from 
the dust; arise, and sit down . . . loose thyself from 
the bands of thy neck, O-captive daughter of Zion.” It 
is we who are asleep; the Lerd Christ is awake. 





How Was the Lord Tempted ? 


In your editorial on “Our Lord’s Temptations” 
you say: “Temptation can be of two sorts: reach- 
ing out after that which we know to be wrong; and 
reaching out after that which we know to be right, 
but in a wrong way, or,even in a right way at a 
wrong time.” 

Then you follow with this remarkable statement: 

“The latter sort of temptation was the only kind 
that could be brought to Christ.” 

I can readily accept the first; but must reject the 
second as contrary not only to the need of the human 
race, but also to the teaching of Paul, who says, 
“In all things it behoved him to be made like unto 
his brethren” (Heb. 2:17); and again, “[He] was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” 
(Heb. 4: 15). 

The fight of my life comes largely from the first 
sort of temptations, and if I were convinced that 
these could not come to Christ I would feel that he 
did not know what temptations come to mankind. 

I’d be glad for your explanation of this—A Penn- 
sylvania reader. 


A vitally important part of the passage in Hebrews 
4:15, quoted by the Pennsylvania reader, is in the 
words “yet without sin.” This means literally “sin 
apart,” and the clause qualifies the entire verse. It 
means, not only that our Lord, whenever he was 
tempted, never sinned, but also that in every tempta- 
tion that came to the Lord there was no element of 
sin in his own nature that was involved in the temp- 
tation. The Scriptures show us very plainly, for ex- 
ample, that the sort- of temptation described in James 
I: 14 never came to the Lord Jesus Christ. We read 
there that “every man is tempted, when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed.” The sinless Son 
of God was never “drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed.” Being always God as well as man, it was 
no more possible for him to reach out after that which 
he knew to be wrong than it would be for the 
heavenly Father or the Holy Spirit to do this. 

In other words, there are many temptations that 
come to men which arise from the sinful nature of 
man; and Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of man, 
never had any sinful nature. We must not forget 
this fact, and we must not forget that temptation 
means, on the one hand, solicitation to evil, and on 
the other hand testing under trial. Satan undoubtedly 
brought both forms of temptation to our Lord. Satan 
utterly failed in offering both kinds. But whereas 
our Lord could only be solicited to evil from without, 
men can be solicited to evil from within; and therein 
is the difference between Christ’s temptations and 
man’s; it is a question of “sin apart.” 

Moreover, even Satan knew better than to suggest 
to our Lord that he do something essentially wrong 





in itself. In the three temptations in the wilderness, 
for example, Satan sought to persuade our Lord to 
do a right thing in a wrong way, or at a wrong time. 
The tempter urged the Lord to “command that these 
stones be made bread.” There was nothing essen- 
tially sinful in that; the Lord later turned. water into 
wine at Cana of Galilee. But it would have been 
wrong for the Lord to make bréad of the stones in 
response to the temptation, “Jf thou be the Son of 
God.” God had just said at the time of the baptism, 
“This is my beloved Son.” When God says “is” it 
is wrong to say “if.” The Lord rejected that tempta- 
tion and quoted the Scripture that man shall live 
“by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God” (Matt. 4:4; Deut. 8:3). 

Again, Satan tempted the Lord to cast himself down 
from the Temple and let the angels bear him up. This 
would not have been wrong had it been the will of 
God at that time for his Son. But it would have been 
wrong to do it in order to see “if” he was the Son 
of God, as Satan again suggested. It would have 
been wrong to tempt or test God in this way, and so 
the Lord answered: “It is written again, Thou shalt 
pe tempt the Lord thy God” (Matt. 4:7; Deut. 6: 


a6). 

Finally Satan suggested that the Lord take pos- 
session of all the kingdoms of the world. There was 
nothing wrong in this if it was done in the right way 
and at the right time; for the time is coming when 
“the kingdoms of this world are become the king- 
doms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign 
for ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). But Satan offered 
the kingdoms of the world to Christ upon an impos- 
sible condition: “If thou wilt fall down and wor- 
ship me.” The Lord rejected this temptation by 
quoting words of Scripture again: “Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve” (Matt. 4:10; Deut. 6:13). 

Thus we see that these three typical and terrific 
temptations that came to the Lord Jesus Christ. were 
intended to lead him to do something that might in 
itself have been right, but in a wrong way. Know- 
ing what we do of the sinless character and the deity 
of Jesus Christ, it is plain that any other sort of 
temptation could not come to him. He was “in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin,” without 
having a sinful nature such as we have. But. this 
essential difference between the Lord and ourselves 
does not prevent him from being “touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities,” for God’s Word tells us 
that he is a high priest who is thus touched by sym- 
pathy and understanding. Having become man, and 
having been tempted during a human lifetime on earth, 
he is “able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come urito God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make 
intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). 
































oo ee 


ee 


Lesson for August 31 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


* 475 














By 


“How Much More” 


A farewell meeting where two young missionaries received 
more than they asked or thought 


Opal Leonore Gibbs 








off like this so far away!” - The first deacon’s 
wife looked down from her tall angular height 
and surveyed the little group with worried eyes. 

“And don’t you suppose there’s cannibals where 
they're going? Seems as if I read something once 
about cannibals iti those islands.” And the second 
deacon’s wife lifted a fat motherly face with anxiety 
written in every little pucker of it. 

The head of the Primary Department smiled, a 
smile that was born’ of book knowledge and mission- 
ary contacts. “Oh, they aren’t too young,” she said 
with a hint of wistfulness in her tone, for she was still 
in the twenties herself. 
cannibals even in Taiwan now.” : 

“But what about their “outfit?” inquired the Chris- 
tian Endeavor leader. 

“I’m sorry, but it’s not at all complete yet.” The 
minister’s wife spcke apologetically, and the com- 
mittee noticed that her brown eyes were swimming 
with tears. There was nothing strange about that, 


“Seni like they’re awful young to be startin’ 


though, for the missionary’s wife was the minister’s 


own dear daughter. 

There was silence for a moment, a prayerful, sym- 
pathetic silence, then the head of the Primary De- 
partment cleared her throat. “I have a plan,” she 
began, with such a glow of ‘enthusiasm on her lovely 
face, and such a camaraderie in her tone, that every 
member of the committee felt an immediate desire to 
lay down their lives for that plan—if need be. “Let's 
see — they sail in just one month, you said?” 

“Yes,” nodded the minister’s wife, “but they have 
to leave here a week before the boat goes so’s to have 
plenty of time to reach the Coast.” . 

“Of course. That gives us three weeks. Well,- then, 
this is the plan:’—and the ‘committee drew up 
their chairs into a close, intimate circle, for the head 
of the Primary Department had lowered her voice 
into a confidential whisper as she began to outline her 
ideas regarding a proper missionary send-off. 


HAT same afternoon in the prophet’s chamber. of 

the little parsonage, Jean, McEdward, the mission- 
ary-wife in question, was packing a high, antiquated, 
old trunk. -And worriment, or something very like it, 
was screwing up her white forehead in a way it was 
never intended to be screwed, that’s sure. 

“Bedding, clothes, books, cooking utensils and what 
not,— surely there’s enough stuff here to keep us 
through seven years,” the -girl-wife said to herself; 
“enough of what there is, anyway. I suppose we 
ought to be thankful for the wonderful lot of things 
the Valley church gave us-—even though we served 
them only a year, they surely did the thing up brown 
when it came to sewing our clothes, And dear old 
Grandma Peckam —‘to think she knit us a half dozen 
pairs of wool stockings with those knotted old hands 
of hers,” and Jean gave the brown fuzzy rolls a touch 
of tenderness. ra 

“Of course I am thankful for everything, but oh, 
I did wish we could have a typewriter, and a lot of 
nice handy things like that.” The lines of discontent 
deepened a little, and suddenly Jean flung down a 
fleecy sweater, and turning, she dropped on her knees 
by the big white bed. 

“Dear Father,” she prayed, “my faith is so weak 
and wabbly. I’m sure thou art ashamed of it—I’m 
ashamed of it myself. But whatever I lack along the 
believing line, I know that thou dost not lack in any- 
thing. I know that thou art kinder, bigger-hearted 
and more generous than my dear earthly preacher 
Dad, who is out grubbing in the garden this very 
minute, wondering how he can do more for us than 
he has done already.” 

Jean stopped all at once and laughed. Rising to her 
feet, she stepped over to the window, looked out on 
the warm golden afternoon, and laughed again. Her 
glad little face was lifted to a sky that was deep co- 
balt and fathomless as the sea. “Why, of course,” she 
repeated, “of course thou art bigger-hearted than 
Daddy, and that is very big-hearted indeed. Thou art 
the ‘How much more’ Father!” 

“What are you laughing at here all by your lone?” 
inquired a tall blond-headed man, obviously the mis- 
sionary himself. 

“Oh, Stuart dear, I’ve just heard from Heaven,” 
and the little girl-wife lifted her eyes to him, eyes that 
were like twin stars in their eager joy. “I was feel- 
ing so cross because we don’t have all the fine things 
missionaries generally do have, and I just began to 
pray about it when I thought of Daddy out there in 
the garden—dear big-hearted Dad! And I remem- 
bered that God is the ‘How much more’ Father who 
has promised with Him also to freely give us all 


“And: I’m sure there are no- 


things, and somehow I couldn’t help laughing just to 
think of Him. He’s so wonderful!” 

Stuart McEdward had been having a few thoughts 
himself that were not exactly.rose-colored. But he 
smiled now, a believing smile. It was impossible not 
to smile with the living personification of faith there 
before him. 

Swiftly the days passed. There.were missionary 
conferences in the big town and village churches, and 
in little red school houses. There were inspirational 
meetings with Young People’s Societies and with the 
Women’s Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
ladies. Offerings were nearly always taken, but these 
had to be sent to the Foreign Secretary of course, for 
only as the budget was fully paid could the overseas 
workers have their salaries on time. Nothing was said 
about personal gifts. Jean was forgetting about them 
anyway. Another question, another burden was ab- 
sorbing her whole heart. Why was it that the splen- 
did young people in these gatherings did not feel the 
urge to volunteer? Where was the vision and the 
call? Could it be that she was failing rightly to pre- 
sent this, the greatest need in the world? 


AME the last night in the old home-town, the night 
that had been saved for Daddy’s church. Stuart 
gave the address of course, and did it exceedingly well. 
Jean was glad her part had consisted of only a “few 
remarks” at the beginning. She did not enjoy getting 
up in front of people anyway, and the burden was 
heavy tonight, so heavy that the list of statistics about 
Japan, its people and religion, quite slipped from her 
mind, and she talked simply and from her heart in- 
stead, There were so many consecrated young people 
in-her father’s church. For instance, Sarah Thielson, 
beautiful sixteen-year-old. Sarah, who could play and 
sing, paint pictures and lead meetings so well. Why 
was not Sarah hearing and heeding the call? 
The service closed with enthusiastic singing and a 
remarkable offering. The young missionaries felt sud- 
denly very tired and very glad that this part of their 
service-giving was over. Tom.rrow would see them 
speeding over this broad land to fields untried and new. 
“Come downstairs into the Sunday-school room,” 
whispered Mother. “There’s something there I want 
you to see.” 
Jean followed obediently, glad to escape the crowd 
and the old trite questionings. 

It was the little private stairway that they used, and 
as they entered the assembly room at its front, Jean’s 
first feeling was one of surprise that so many of the 
congregation were pouring through the great doors on 
the other side. Then turning, she gasped — “Mother 
dear! Is it—is it for us?” 

“Here, girlie mine, sit down. Yes, it’s for you and 
Stuart. Here he comes —look at his face.” 

“I know — Stuart always looks funny when he’s sur- 
prised. But oh, isn’t it just too splendid for words!” 


HE whole big room was very beautiful in its new 

frock of evergreen boughs. They were bunched 
over windows, grouped around pillars, and planted in 
pots, while piano and superintendent’s desk revelled in 
a veritable miniature woods. And directly in front of 
the center aisle stood a great white cross, the same 
that was pressed into service year after year for the 
White Gift Christmas of the little old church. Big 
creamy asters drooped over the crossbar, and at the 
foot were piled gifts, not for the White Christ exact- 
ly, but for his far-going representatives. So they were 
not wrapped in white, as on Christmas eve, but in 
peed | color and no color, and some were not wrapped 
at all. . 

Jean craned her neck shamelessly and saw behind 
the cross, half hidden in the green woodsiness there, 
something that looked very much like a typewriter 
sitting on top of another something that appeared to 
be a new steamer trunk, 

The room was filled now with happy people and the 
minister spoke for a moment: “I think we will not 
embarrass our dear children more than necessary — 
this isn’t a wedding, though we expect it will help to 
make a great many spiritual weddings possible. So, 
Since the time will be all too short for them to enjoy 
their little surprise, I think we'll just stand and sing 
the Doxology, then do as the occasion moves us,— 
laugh, cry, praise the Lord, and enjoy the Thank-you’s 
they will have for us.” , 

Jean could never tell afterward whether she sang 
with the rest or not, but she knew her heart was prais- 
ing if her lips were not. Then, like two children, 
eager and shining-eyed, they were pushed forward by 
the happy people. 

“Oh, you lovely things, you blessed people!” cried 
Jean as she untied the first little packet and brought 


=! 


to light a dainty wrist watch. “How could you know 
that I’ve wanted this —all my life?” 

Stuart was wrestling with a queer knobby bundle 
which proved to be a cobbler’s outfit. The next dis- 
closed a flashlight, both of which pleased him im- 
mensely. But one thing that gave him even greater 
delight was a new teacher’s Bible, while Jean was 
equally happy over“another fine edition. Then there 
was a bolt of sun-f<st cretonne and a set of aluminum. 

There were toilet sets for each, and such a supply 
of needles, tape, darning cotton, buttons, and the like, 
as made the little housewife wonder if they would 
possibly need so much in seven years, There were 
fountain pens, pencils, and quantities of paper: and en- 
velopes there beside the new typewriter. There was 
an alarm clock and a first aid kit with extra supplies 
of household remedies, while Stuart’s own gift from 
classmates afar was a tool case completely fitted with 
everything necessary for simple carpentry. Jean's 
companion gift with this was a marvelous camera. 
All these besides the smaller knicknacks that every 
family takes more or less for granted in the comfort- 
able homeland, but which in other lands become so 
necessary and valued because of their very lack. 

By the time Jean reached the trunk, there were 
too many tears in her eyes to see the fastenings, and 
Mother would fain lift the lid for her. “Dear people,” 
she was saying tremulously, “you haven’t left us any- 
thing to pray for, not anything at all.” 

A hush fell suddenly over the close-gathered com- 
pany, and there was a sound of stepping aside to make 
way for some one. Stuart and his wife were lifting 
from the open trunk two rustling raincoats and two 
fine umbrellas, when sensing something unusual, they 
paused and came toward the front of the platform. 


HERE, kneeling at the foot of the white cross, was 

the slender form of Sarah Thielson. Jean stepped 
down quickly and put her arm around the girl. She 
was not weeping nor praying apparently. The people 
waited wondering. 

Suddenly Sarah raised her face a glowing lighted 

face it was,—and said distinctly, “I want to give my- 
self, if God will have me. I have felt it for a long 
time, but I thought if I did it here before everybody 
and before the White Cross, that would help me to 
remember through the years of training at school, be- 
because — because I don’t want to forget that my 
life is- His for this work — forever.” The clear voice 
faltered a little and the last word was almost a 
whisper. 
- Jean’s eyes filled and, closing them a moment, she 
prayed with exulting reverence, “Dear Lord, we thank 
thee that thou hast once more proved thyself the ‘How 
much more’ Father. Thou hast given us wonderful 
things tonight, but oh, more than any or all of them, 
we thank thee that thou hast given us Sarah.” 

“Amen,” whispered the beautiful girl. ‘I mean it 
and I mean it forever.” 

And time, which tests the resolvings of us all, has ° 
seen no weakening in her answer, no faltering in her 


‘ purpose. 


Toxyo, JAPAN. 
we 


From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


Who knowing the judgment of God, that they 
which commit such things are worthy of death, 
not only do the same, but have pleasure in them 
that do them (Rom. 1: 32). 


HE words “have pleasure” should be translated 

“concert with” them “who,” not do, but “practice 
these things.” Suneudokousi . . . prassousi. They 
are not merely individual and willing sinners but they 
would establish a society based on sin. That is what 
hell is. They make a social contract for a social 
state, wide-open for wickedness. Soviet Russia has 
most of the traits of such a state, “full of envy, mur- 
der, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, 
haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventor 
of evil things” (Rom. 1:29, 30). Every single item 
in Paul’s list is an outstanding feature of Soviet soci- 
ety. Recall the Bolshevist diplomacy, its massacres, 
its impudent state-communications, its atheist propa- 
ganda, its deceitful subterranean activities in other 
lands. How significant that the twentieth century 
Utopia could best be described as to its moral quality 
in these verses of Romans, the classic description of 
Roman society when Rome was what Renan called 
un vrai enfer (“a real hell’). 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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ter of Tuebingen has published a pioneer work 

entitled “The Evangelist Matthew,—His Lan- 
guage, His Purpose, and ‘His Independence” (that is, 
independence of other sources). It opens new fields, 
is philological in its proofs of the fact that the Gospel 
was written by Matthew and that it is no compilation. 
Matthew's language was a Greekified Hebrew such as 
only a Jew could write. Schlatter points out its re- 
semblances to the language of Josephus and of the 
Talmud and seeks to prove the Palestinian origin of 
the Gospel. He disregards the usual critical hy- 
potheses. 


Professor Oepke of Leipzig has this to say (in 
the Allgemeine Evangelische Kirchenseitung) concern- 
ing the present theological situation: “With what 
naive self-assurance do men who claim that their 
method is historical read their doctrinal and ethical 
opinion into history. That which is pleasing to an 
Unitarian Enlightenment is called ‘the historical Jesus. 
That which goes beyond the horizon of the Enlighten- 
ment is described as ‘Pauline addition’ or ‘Hellenist 
influence.’ In the scientific theology we had the anti- 
Pauline wave a generation ago. In the last years we 
have experienced a genuine Pauline renaissance. The 
popular ‘Jesus literature’ from which educated and un- 
educated derive their opinions, runs on worn-out rails.” 


The recent book by Professor Jelke of the Uni- 
versity of Heidelberg, entitled “The Foundation Doc- 
trine of Christianity—the Atonement and the Aton- 
ing Saviour,” is reviewed by the same weekly as fol- 

_lows: “Here the theology of the great men of the 
past awakens to life again. Their greatness consisted 
in the stand they took upon Scripture and their wit- 
ness to their own personal experience. Professor 
Jelke has emancipated himself from the subjectivism 
of many modern theologians who spin everything out 
of their own mental bowels. He leads the way back 
into genuine Christianity, the Christianity of the Bible. 
He is a theologian of the most recent school, a pupil 
of Ihmels, working with all the tools of modern 
science and practiced in philosophical study. The faith 
of the church is vindicated again in this work. It is a 
true gift to the Lutheran church.” res 

And this vindication of evangelical Christianity 
comes out of a university notorious in the past for its 
unbelief. 


Down with the Decalogue!—Dr. Wilhelm Laible 
of the Allgemeine Kirchenzeitung calls attention to 
the fact that Bolshevism is the denial of the Ten Com- 
mandments at every point. Those who would abolish 
God would abolish his law given on Sinai. “Thou 
shalt take His name in vain!” they say in so many 
words. Thou shalt dishonor, nay, abolish, the Sab- 
bath. Thou shalt treat father and mother with disre- 
spect. Thou shalt kill (Russian Bolshevism wades 
in blood). Thou shalt commit adultery (divorce is as 
common as marriage). Thou. shalt steal and rob 
(under the big names of expropriation and requisi- 
tion). Thou shalt bear false witness against thy 
neighbor. Soviet Russia is a land of spies and in- 
formers. Thou shalt covet thy neighbor’s house and 
wife and all else! Everything that is good is under- 
neath: all that is evil is on top! 

The “social pastors” in Germany study “the religious 
thought-world of the proletariat” and scold the church 
to which they belong. They would walk arm in arm 
with the Socialist, or would if allowed. “We carry 
the revolution into the church,” they write, “with the 
prayer and hope that the sun of November 9 will soon 
rise in the church.” But to their disappointment the 
proletariat wishes to have nothing to do with them or 
their religion. Socialist papers refuse to advertise the 
meetings of the Brotherhood of Socialist Theologians 

.on the ground that it would alienate freethinkers in 
the party. Dr. Piechowski, one of the Socialist pas- 
tors, declares that the whole Socialist party machinery 
is in the hands of the freethinkers in spite of the fact 
that great masses of the voters are still connected with 
the churches. 


The attack on Christian institutions in Ger- 
many from the side of the Socialists proceeds quietly 
but persistently. Christian institutions, or at least 
evangelical ones (Catholic ones are spared because of 
the political alliance between Center and Socialist 
parties), are being starved out. It is proposed to sup- 
plant the Christian nursing sisters and deaconesses 
with secular nurses and attendants. Recently fifteen 
evangelical kindergartens in Breslau have lost the 
government subsidy. ‘Here an institution for dumb 
and blind children which has existed for a hundred 
years is sold out and the children turned over to a 


| N THE field of German theology, Professor Schlat- 


state institution. The Blue Cross Society is a remark- 
ably useful organization for the rescue of drunkards. 
The government is seeking to make its longer exist- 
ence impossible by regulations concerning registration 
and membership insurance. In Zurich morning and 
evening prayers and grace at table have been inter- 
dicted in the city asylum, much to the grief of the aged 
inmates. The Central School Commission of Zurich 
has cut off from the free evangelical school the privi- 
lege hitherto granted of free dental treatment for 
school children and withdrawn the reduction of car- 
fares formerly allowed. 

The method is less violent than that of Soviet 
Russia, but the spirit and purpose are the same. 


In Russia the war between atheism and Chris- 
tianity is on, and in spite of the brutal power the 
atheists exercise, the current is not going their way. 
In Dein Reich Komme we are given a remarkable 
account of the manner in which the Evangelicals and 
Baptists are progressing. In the Ukraine; according 
to Pravda, “the sects are no longer sects but great 
churches or even parties.” In the governments of 
Poltowa, Kherson, and Tver there are whole counties 
which, according to the Communist papers, are 
drenched with this Christian propaganda. In the 
Soviet factories the sectarians win victory after vic- 
tory. Thus in the textile factory Chalturin there are 
two thousand workmen who belong to the evangelical 
societies against less than five hundred Communists. 
The school youth who come under the influence of 
the sectarians offer obstinate resistance to the Com- 
munist pioneers and draw to their ranks leading mem- 
bers of the Communist young people organizations. 
The religious situation in Russia is no doubt dark 
enough, but the darkness seems to be that which pre- 
cedes dawn. 


The Evangelicals of Russia are, according to the 
American secretary of the All-Russian Evangelical 
Christian Union, very active in improving the general 
life of Russia, exemplifying the life of Christ in their 





A Scientist Who Believes 
Genesis 





Professor Henri Devaux of the depart- 
ment of sciences in the University of Bor- 
deaux is both biologist and creationist. In 
Le Christianisme he calls attention to the 
fact that in the thirty-one verses of the first 
chapter of Genesis the name of God is men- 
tioned thirty-two times. No passage in Scrip- 
ture mentions God so frequently in the same 
space. In contrast to this should be set the 
custom of scientists even when dealing with 
origins. Barely do they mention God, if 
ever, They move on the surface of things, 
dealing with second causes. The Bible goes 
back to the First Cause. 











daily walk. Their program of practical Christianity 
embraces the following points: 


1. Ministering to the material needs of believers. 


2. Doing away with illiteracy among church mem- 
bers and adherents. 


3. Introducing into the life of evangelical Christians 
the principles of absolute cleanliness and hygiene in 
= matter of food, clothing, housekeeping, and the 
like. 


4. Instruction of the brethren as to the best methods 
in agriculture and industrial work. 


5. Enforcing the general principle that every evan- 
gelical Christian in Russia should “be an example to 
those who believe” (1 Tim. 4:12) in all branches 
of life. Their motto is, “The Gospel vegetables, the 
Gospel fruit, the Gospel fowls, the Gospel machinery, 
the Gospel style of architecture, the Gospel music 
should be the best in the country.” 

6. Absolute abstinence from alcoholic drink not only 
practiced by believers but also taught to the surround- 
ing population. 

The general regulations as to Gospel social educa- 
tion of evangelical believers are discussed in all the 


various conferences and practical measures are taken 
to carry into effect every reform adopted. 


The Long Assassin Arm.—The three women mis- 
sionaries from Finland connected with the China In- 
land Mission, the Misses Cajander, Ingman, and Hed- 
engren, recently murdered in a revolting fashion in 
Kiangsi, are now thought to be victims of Bolshevist 
hate. Miss Ingman was a sister of Lauri Ingman, 
Prime Minister of Finland from November 1918 to 
April 1919, a chief opponent of the Red Guard during 
the civil war in Finland at that time. The London 
Times correspondent insists “that there is abundant 
evidence that the Communist Farmers’ Union had been 
hunting after Miss Ingman since last December.” This 
on order from Moscow! At Yunghsin Miss Ingman 
and Miss Cajander were hidden three days and nights 
while the Farmers’ Union ransacked the villages. A 
woman was finally beaten until she disclosed where 
they had gone. The Finnish missionaries were killed 
and thrown into the Kan river. 


Through tribulations great they came, 
They bore the cross and scorned the shame. 
Within the living temple blest, 

In God, they dwell and rest. 


Contemporary Christian Biography.—The Jap- 
anese children’s evangelist, Fuchizaki, has recently 
passed away. He was of poor family and his widowed 
mother put him in a Buddhist monastery at the age of 
twelve to learn to be a priest. Here he remained five 
years, finally leaving because of the insufferably dreary 
life. He used to go up into the mountains back of 
Kobe to spend days in prayer and search for .God. 
When about eighteen a copy of Spurgeon’s sermons 
fell into his hands and he was converted. 

He was working as a common laborer and started 
evenings to preach to children in his poor neighbor- 
hood. Then came the great earthquake. His room 
was small and he had little to eat yet he shared with 
the refugees. He adopted. several orphans and led 
them to Christ. In 1925 he started a kindergarten 
and preaching-place for children in the Kajiya district 
of Kobe, selling cakes in the street to pay the rent. 
After some Bible training he went out under the 
auspices of the Japan Evangelistic Band evangelizing 
children who had never heard of Christ,—in Uji, 
Kameoka, Umaii, Shigasato, Fukuzumi, Tambaichi, 
Fukakusa and many other places. The name of “sun- 
rise evangelist” was given him as he used to get sixty 
or more children together for prayer and praise meet- 
ings on mountain-tops at five o’clock. 

Through the children many parents were reached. 
At Rokko the children raised among themselves a little 
money to improvise a tent; and themselves went about 
advertising the meetings. The parents came with the 
children and the final result was the establishment of 
the Rokko church. 

But the hardships of early life had left Fuchizaki 
with a weakened constitution and tuberculosis gradu- 
ally overpowered him. He died on the 16th of last 
November whispering, “It is no longer I that tive but 
Christ: All thanks to Him!” 


Alexander Orr Ewing was a Scotch business man 
who was touched in his inner life by the preaching of 
D. L. Moody and directly threw himself into evangel- 
istic work in connection with the Glasgow Evangel- 
istic Association. He also started evangelism in a hall 
in Alexandria, Dunbarton, the town of his residence. 
His money, too, received a fresh consecration and at 
that time he presented to the orphanages of the Bridge 
of Weir a house and chapel. In 1885 at the Keswick 
Convention he surrendered his life to mission work in 
China, For 45 years he labored in that land, four 
years in Shansi and later as superintendent of the 
province of Kiangsi. “The tangible evidence of his 
care for his fellow workers,” says°The Life of Faith, 
“was seen in his gifts. of the China Inland headquar- 
ters in Shanghai, a school for the children of mission- 
aries in Ku-ling, well-designed mission houses in Kiu- 
kiang, and several of the ‘stations in the province of 
Kiangsi. ‘His wise counsel and loving guidance of 
affairs endeared him to both Chinese and foreigners.” 
In 1900 during the. Boxer rising he went, at the re- 
quest of the British consul, alone through the prov- 
ince, bringing the women missionaries out in safety. 
The Chinese called him Mr. Glory-Face because of 
his beatific expression. 


The lead that the papacy has taken in the protest 
against Soviet persecutions has given rise to justifiaMe 
suspicion. The Russian church itself has been the first 
to cry out, “Physician, heal thyself,” pointing to the 
five hundred Russian churches in Poland confiscated 
by Rome. The Roman church still displays in the 


























Lesson for August 31 


Sala Reale, the vestibule of the Sixtine chapel, those 
paintings of Vasari which depict scenes from the Mas- 
sacre of St. Bartholomew. “There is one place in 
Europe,” said Stendhal, “where assassination is pub- 
licly honored.” : 

The papacy in general is no friend of the Eastern 
churches and they know it. When Greece and Turkey 
were at war some years ago, the odds were at first 
favorable to Greek arms and it seemed at last as if 
Saint Sophia, since 1453 a Moslem mosque, would at 
last with the imminent fall of Constantinople become 
again a Christian church, This prospect, which awak- 
ened in Christianity at large real enthusiasm, stirred 
the Vatican’s diplomatic wheels and levers to action. 
It used its powerful influence to check Hellenic ad- 
vance. The victory of the Turk seemed preferable to 
that of Eastern Christians. In 1913 the Catholic 
writer, Joseph Odelin, wrote: “Our policy ought ever 
to be the alliance of the Latin Cross with the Crescent 
of Mohammed against the Greek Cross.” 


Archbishop Aglipay, the head of the Independent 
Filipino Church, proposes to call a council to under- 
take further reformations in his church. He would 
abolish the use of candles, image worship, confession, 
the mass, and similar “superstitious practices.” For 
the Sunday morning mass he would substitute a serv- 
ice of worship consisting of prayer, Scripture reading, 
congregational singing, and sermon. As there are a 
million and a half of these Aglipayans, these measures 
of reform promise to be important in the life of the 
islands. Mr. Munger of the American Baptist mission 
in the Philippines writes (in The Watchman) that the 
Aglipayan priests are. friendly to Protestants, that they 
occasionally call on him, buy Bibles from him, have 
borrowed a portable organ, taken part in Protestant 
services, and “one priest in San Remigio is a member 
in good and regular standing of our Christian En- 
deavor Society.” There are many large barrios where 
the people are Aglipayans but where there is no resi- 
dent priest. “We are urging our pastors and evan- 
gelists in such places to be pastors to the people even 
though they are not of our fold.” 


Pastor Henri Nick of Lille. The Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Lille, M. Lienart, has been made a Cardinal. 
When he was consecrated to the Lille bishopric in the 
Church of - St. Christopher at Turcoing (N. E. 
France) a place at the service was reserved for the 
devoted McAll missionary, M. Henri Nick. Lienart 
and Nick were attached to the same regiment during 
the war as chaplains. Of :M. Nick Bishop Lienart 
wrote in La Croix du Nord: “How can I forget my 
dear companions in arms of the 201st Regiment? Not 
being able to mention them all I wish at least to speak 
of M. Nick, the Protestant chaplain, with whom I 
found.so many contacts in the Gospel. On one occa- 
sion a shell broke near us which sent out dense and 
asphyxiating smoke. I had forgotten my mask. M. 
Nick -shared his with me, thus diminishing his own 
chances of surviving. Not only, then, as former mem- 
ber of the 201st Regiment but now in his capacity of 
Protestant pastor, I, the Bishop of Lille, salute him 
as imitator of St. Martin, nay what is more,—as imi- 
tator of our Saviour Jesus Christ who is love.” 


St. Paul’s Cathedral has been called “the parish 
church of the British Empire” and the eyes of the 
English-speaking peoples were turned to it on its re- 
dedication after repairs; These repairs have been 
going on for seventeen years and assure the future of 
the dome for a long time to come. Canon Alexander 
in his sermon quoted George Barrow’s exclamation 
when first he caught sight of Wren’s masterpiece: 
“That dome must needs be the finest in the world.” 

Sir Christopher Wren’s father was a clergyman, 
chaplain to the saintly Lancelot Andrews, Bishop of 
Winchester. The architect-son was a man of lofty 
character who spent most of his leisure time in the 
study of the Bible. Also a man careless of fame and 
indifferent to rewards. Like Michelangelo he could 
have said of himself: “It is enough to have bread and 
to live in the faith of Christ.’ Yet in spite of this 
noble disinterestedness the committee who secured him 
to erect the building actually accused him of delaying 
the work of construction in order to increase his own 
profits. 

The thanksgiving service was attended by 160 
bishops. It was broadcast to Melbourne, Calcutta, 
Toronto, and New York, to listening millions. The 
Dean of St. Paul’s from the chancel steps called upon 
all to “give praise to God that he hath called us to 
take part in the joy and adventure of his glorious 
Kingdom.” Then came the General Thanksgiving 
followed by Henry Lyte’s great hymn from 7,000 
throats, 


Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven, 

To His feet thy tribute bring; 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven. 

Who, like me, His praise should sing? 

Praise Him, praise Him, praise Hint, praise Him, 
Praise the Everlasting King. 


The service closed with a fanfare of trumpets, roil 
yo —— and the singing of “All people who on éarth 
o dwell.” 
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The Bible Church Missionary Society is a seces- 
sion.from the Church Missionary Society of members 
who wish to witness more determinedly to the full 
trustworthiness of the Scriptures: also to accelerate 
the tempo of evangelism in missions. Two gifts have 
recently come to it. The first of £10,000 has been used 
to thrust out missionaries among the Eskimo, hun- 
dreds of miles farther into the frozen North than any 
former station; also into the plains of East Africa 
among the hitherto untouched Suk, Turkana, and Kar- 
amajong; toward the 309,000 Moslems of ‘Southern 
Morocco and toward the Hukwang Valley, Upper 
Burma. The second gift, one of £6,000, is to be used 
in similar pioneer work, 


Evangelism in the Katanga Region.—The Katanga 
copper mines in Northern Rhodesia and the Congo 
Free State have drawn thousands of native miners 
from a wide area of Central Africa. At Ndola, so 
World Dominion reports, a self-governing, self-sup- 
porting native church has grown up and is daily gain- 
ing strength. It carries on a vigorous evangelistic 
work not only among the mining employees but also 
in the unevangelized villages of the neighboring na- 
tive districts. A body of elders ably governs the 
church, leading in evangelism and in the instruction of 
converts. 

“In the pastoral work they are particularly success- 
ful and one has often been struck with the spiritual 
sagacity they have displayed in dealing *with difficult 
cases of discipline. There is, too, a glad spontaneity 
in their labors. Two evangelists are engaged in full- 
time work,’ entirely at the charge of the church and 
the members themselves give their leisure to it also. 

“What has taken place at Ndola is taking place also 
at three or four of the other mines. Natives of widely 
varying tribes, speaking different languages, whose 
ancestors were once hereditary enemies, are making 
the great Christian experiment of working and wor- 
shiping in closest unity. The South African Baptist 
Missionary Society with but slender resources deserves 
in this work the co-operation of Christians.” 


The Proposed Church Union in South India, as 
“union movements” in general, will. bear watching. 
At least that is the opinion of Bible-believing Chris- 





Jewish Compromise 





A Christian Jew, summa cum laude gradu- 
ate of Princeton and now studying at 
Princeton Seminary, called recently on Dr. 
Goldenson, the leading reform rabbi in Pitts- 
burgh. When he testified to Jesus the 
Messiah the rabbi said: “At a time when 
Christian ministers no longer believe in 
Jesus as divine you are going back 1900 
years to the belief of the first Christians and 
disregarding the findings of science, philo- 
sophy, and criticism. I meet with a group 
of leading Christian ministers and know 
what they believe.” He suggested that his 
visitor could believe in Jesus as Montefiore 
does (“‘ The Religious Teaching of Jesus”’) 
and remain a Jew. Montefiore repudiates 
the atoning work of our Lord. 

So there is the test! A Jew may be 
Unitarian and remaina Jew. If he holds to 
the central teaching of the sacrificial death of 
Christ he ceases by that token to be a mem- 
ber of the Jewish race and nation. Rabbi 
Gelbman, also of Pittsburgh, suggested that 
if the student wished to be a © Reformed 
Jew ” he could with his education secure a 
salary of $10,000 “‘and still believe in Jesus.’’ 











tians in India, Mr. Watkin Roberts tells us, in The 


‘Life of Faith, that this scheme has not been brought 


forward by the Indian Christian community. This 
community indeed knows very little about it. It is 
being engineered by Anglo-Catholics and Modernists 
each with their own ends in view. The former seek 
to get control of Nonconformist missions in India as 
they have largely of the Church of England. They 
are guarding tenaciously the doctrine of apostolic suc- 
cession, making accommodation for the present-gener- 
ation with the understanding that all future ministers 
must be ordained by laying on of episcopal hands. The 
Modernists, on the other hand, “are prepared to ac- 
cept anything which will allow them to stay within 
the walls of a Christian church while they deny the 
tenets of our Christian faith, Among the Modernist 
supporters of this scheme are Indians and Europeans 
who are known to, hold somewhat extreme political 
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views and their activities, in seeking a break with 
home-ties, should not be viewed from a_ spiritual 
standpoint alone.” Mr. Roberts thinks that “this 
movement is meant to give a death-blow to all that is 
dear to us.” 

On the other hand one should notice that this union 
movement is sponsored by Bishop Azariah whose rfe- 
markable career is described by Mr. Sherwood Eddy 
in The Missionary Review of the World for April. 
Azariah means “Jehovah hath helped” and in the pres- 
ent case it is no misnomer. The bishop is of low caste 
origin, rather of out-caste, his forebears being devil 
worshipers forbidden to enter even the temples of 


,heathenism. He went as pioneer worker among the 


most degraded and drunken folk of South India and 
now in seventeen years has a constituency of 166,000 
Christians. “Of these. three fourths, or 125,000, are 
in attendance at church every Sunday morning and 
nearly half, or 75,000, attend a teaching service for 
Bible instruction every night in the year, certainly a 
unique fact! These are people who were so given to 
drink as to be drunk every evening so that it was un- 
safe to enter their villages after dark. Drunkenness 
led to immorality and induced a craving for beef-eat- 
ing which again led to cattle-thieving and cattle pois- 
oning.” Mr. Eddy mentions one convert, formerly a 
thief, who spent ten years in prison (save the nights 
when he was released by the police for robbery on 
condition that he would share the spoils with them). 
He now earns his living as a carpenter and is a 
preachér on Sunday, having won two whole congrega- 
tions over to Christianity, saved as himself from 
drunkenness and robbery. All.these 166,000 converts 
are expected to witness to Christ and that without 
pay. Only pastors and teachers receive any salary. 
One reason for the success of this mission is, we are 
told, that they have not depended on foreign help and 
guidance. 


Brief Notes.—Baptists have fifty-eight churches 
and mission stations in Cuba with a large corps of 
well-trained native pastors and workers. In Havana 
alone there are nine Baptist churches and seven mis- 
sion stations. . . . The French and Annamese 
governments have at last granted permission to 
preach the Gospel in Tonkin and Arinam and to open 
Gospel Halls. This victory is chiefly due to the in- 
tervention of French Protestants working through 
the Fédération Protestante Francaise. . . . 
Norwegian Free Evangelical Mission on the Kasai, 
a great tributary of the Congo, has had many and 
serious trials but the ‘most persistent opposition comes 
from the Roman Catholic “White Fathers,” the mis- 
sion founded and led by the late Cardinal Lavigerie. 
Sa The Right Honorable James Brown, M. P., 
Her Majesty’s Lord High Commissioner to the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Church of Scotland, went to 
work as a boy of twelve in the mines of Ayrshire. 
For twenty years he toiled in the pit in damp and 
darkness hardly lighted by little oil lamps. After 
his long hours of work he would come home and read 
late into the night. In this way he secured his edu- 
cation. He also taught in Sunday-school, worked in 
the temperance movement and took part in open-air 
preaching. Now he is prominent in the labor repre- 
sentation in Parliament. . . . The San Francisco 
Agency of the Bible Society sold 1,000 Bibles to 
Roman Catholics last year and probably 5,000 portions 
of Scripture. It notes that the old St. Mary’s Ca- 
thedral in San Francisco now keeps in its vestibule, 
by Catholic authority, copies of a twenty-five cent 
Douai New Testament for all worshipers. . . . 
Dr. Joseph Krutch, reviewer for the N. Y. Na- 
tion, ironises over theologians headed for skepticism 
and scientists headed toward religion. He prophesies 
that the preacher, discovering that he believes less 
than the physicist, will face the difficulty of reconcil- 
ing a rationalistic theology with a scientific attitude 
increasingly mystical. Augustine Smith, 
editor of widely used hymnals, is quoted as saying 
that church hymns, to interest children, should say 
more of Lindbergh and less of angels. He doesn’t 
like “the old-fashioned hymns about going to Heaven.” 
“Our hymns should tell of the loveliness of nature 
and the enjoyment of out-of-door life.’ Mr. Smith 
led the music at recent Pentecostal celebration serv- 
ices. . . . The seventi anniversary of the 
coming of Christianity to Japan was celebrated in 
the autumn of 1929. One man still lives in Tokyo 
who was employed in his youth to prepare signs for- 
bidding “the evil sect called Christians” to exist in 
Japan. He is now a church member. A_ fellow 
Christian from his church was carried in an iron cage 
from Nagasaki to Tokyo to be tried for his faith. 
‘ Dr. Rohold mentions in The Life of Faitha 
Jewish scientist who, while operating the largest oil 
refinery in Egypt and Palestine, is at the same time 
seeking to bring back the young men of Judaism ta 
a religious faith. He distributes widely both Old and 
New Testaments and has opened a home where young 
people can come for religious instruction prepar- 
atory to a missionary career among the Jews. He 
preaches Jesus as the hope of Israel and of the world 
and is convinced of the nearness of his coming. The 
Jews are not at all hostile to him. 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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And some things not so thrilling in an archeologist’s life 
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see more and more of them as life goes on. Here 

is one for our work at Tell Beit Mirsim. When 
rumor spread over Palestine inciting to riot one of the 
few villages and towns that did not respond was Dura. 
Its mukhtar was a discreet man with an experience 
behind him of the folly and cost of riots in days gone 
by. He advised the people to abide by the stuff at 
home until he should investigate, and then he advised 
them to continue to abide there and have no part in 
the disturbances. They heeded and so escaped the 
violence and death, and escaped also in large measure 
the aftermath of hate. “But where is the special 
providence?” It was impossible not to be somewhat 
apprehensive lest the hate from the riots should inter- 
fere with our work at Tell Beit Mirsim. This town 
of Dura is the home of all the farmers round about us 
and of nearly every workman employed by us. Thus 
our work here, in the lovingkindness of a gracious 
Providence, is outside the eddying currents of racial 
and religious animosity. Thank God! 

From the Garden of Eden onward people have al- 
ways tried to shift their responsibility to the shoulders 
of somebody else. That is human disposition, or in- 
disposition. Divine requirement has been, and still is 
—let us especially note — still is something very dif- 
ferent. Cain thrust forward his “personal liberty” but 
the Lord held him accountable for his brother. Ezekiel 
unfolded in the most complete fashion the law of the 
Lord for watchmen; as in the case of Cain, he had 
made every man a watchman. In Bible lands that 
requirement is still held to be valid. The headman 
of the village of Beit Mirsim is our night watchman. 
One night, while our chauffeur was away with the 
automobile, his tent was pilfered. The watchman is 
required to make good the loss. What a panic there 
would be among policemen and constables and United 
States marshals if we had such a requirement, or in- 
deed anywhere among the nations who like to flatter 
themselves as most civilized. Then the office would, 
indeed, seek the man and not the man the office, and 
we might all sleep in peace and safety with few bolts 
and bars. 

The appalling strife and turmoil of the Middle 
Bronze Age, the time of the Patriarchs, and the happy 
sojourn of Israel in Egypt as guests of the kings, mon- 
archs of the Hyksos Dynasty — for a long time these 
things have been suspected, then began to be manifest, 
but never before have they been so completely and 
tragically displayed as in the ruins of this old city. 
In that Middle Bronze Age we found one city, then 
two, then three, and now four and five, and we are 
wondering if, when we go below this last level, we 
may find even another within about three hundred 
years. The poverty of the cities is sometimes evi- 
denced by the substitution of brick for stone in the 
walls, and by the irregularity of the walls. Here is 
hoping that we may yet find, not only evidence of the 
troubled times of the Hyksos, but a positive deter- 
mination of the ethnic character of those mysterious 
people, whence they came, and how great was their do- 
minion and exactly what the relationship of the Is- 
raelites with them. In the meantime we may well 
keep in mind, from the first of these letters, the simi- 
larity of Philistine pottery to Cypriote, of Cypriote 
to Hittite, and of Hittite pottery to Greek pottery 
of the region of Troy. If we can find out from which 
one of these the others copied or whether they all 
copied from another and who that other was, then 
we shali know who these Hyksos were and whence 
they came, for the pottery was this beautiful Middle 
Bronze pettery of the Hyksos times found everywhere 
with them. 

Now for examination of some of the multitude of 
little finds that delight the heart of those who visit 
museums, even though, they be of less importance 
than the great features of the culture we have been 
discussing. These two exquisite two-shekel weights 
go to help complete the set of weights we have al- 
ready found. This iron razor from some Judean in 
the time of the Kings was doubtless once the joy of 
its owner. It is almost the same in design as the 
straight razors that we all used until the last quarter 
of a century. Alas, its days of usefulness are over. 
It is so eaten with rust that an edge could never 
again be put on it. How it would pull! Then here 
is a morsel to delight the veriest epicure who would 
devour rare foods. These chick peas were roasted 
about 4,000 years ago, and were still in the brazier 
where roasted! The taste was only that of charcoal, 
vegetable or grain charcoal, but it is something in 
these days of thrills to eat of food cooked four mil- 
lenniums ago. Come to lunch with us today and we 
shall serve you something that completely outdoes an- 
cient Chinese eggs. 


| HAVE always believed in special providences and 


Here is a broken piece of fine limestone which more 
delights the eye of the archeologist. It is part of a 
mold, for the casting of bronze battle-axes and spear- 
heads. Several of the different shapes of these weap- 
ons are shown in this mold. 


July 2. 

This morning, when I looked out about four-thirty, 
I found we were completely in the clouds. The tell, 
but a few rods from my tent, was not in the least 
visible. Kirjath-sepher was literally “walled up to 
heaven,” ,jAnd Kirjath-sepher was most certainly one 
of the cities the spies saw. It was walled up to the 
heavens of the clouds. 

There are other contingencies beside those of the 
weather; we must now turn roadmakers. To reach 
Jerusalem forty-two miles away, we must go nearly 
seventy miles, with gasoline at forty-one cents. So 
we shall mend a shorter way to save at least a third 
of the journey. Morecver, even with a staff of ten, 
the workmen are producing material faster than we 
can examine and chart and survey and draw and re- 
cord, all of which must be completely finished before 
we leave the country. So we must stop the diggers 
tomorrow and try to catch up with them. 

“The sword of Goliath” was David’s wish on one 
occasion. We have not found that sword, but one very 
like it. It is a great iron sword almost three feet long 
and heavy in proportion. It is so incrusted with rust 
that it can never be cleaned, and so brittle that it is 
broken into four pieces. It is of the seventh century 
B. C. and may well have done its bloody work in the 
war between Hezekiah and Sennacherib. . 

One thing has always been lacking in our finds 
here: in all the Israel period there have been found 
few if any door-sockets; the people seem to have used 
only archways or curtains. Now, however, away back 
in the middle of the Canaanite period several sockets 
were found, but not in place. At last we have found 
a beautiful one in situ. It belongs to that troubled 
period of turmoil in Hyksos times. No significance 
is evident in door-sockets being found only at that 
period, though doubtless there is a reason for it. 

The paying of the workmen, always an interesting 
spectacle, has increasing interest every year. At first 
we were obliged to pay them every week, lest they 
become suspicious that we would defraud them. Soon 
that necessity passed away. Still, pay day was a time 
of restlessness among them. Now they have learned 
that every man’s account is submitted to him and ap- 
proved. They sit down in a circle and quietly wait 
till their names are called, and the old suspicion is 
almost entirely gone. They did not trust us for our 
Christian profession, but they do trust us for our 
Christian living. 


July 3. 

Probably most people reading these accounts imagine 
we live in a constant environment of surprise and sur- 
passing interest. In fact it is only such things that I 
am recording. There “are sometimes long stretches of 
desert to find a little oasis. The archeologist plods 
through the sand and dust and under the blazing sun 
that he may show others the little oasis. Today is 
such a stretch of sand. Some of the Staff with some 
workmen are off on the roadmaking expedition in an 
effort to reduce the long distance to Jerusalem. The 
most interesting area for discovery must just now 
await the photographer and the surveyor, for, in scien- 
tific work, all things must be done in order. The whole 
work is complicated and exacting. The surveying and 
leveling, the drawing and photographing and record- 
ing, the provisioning of tne Staff of ten and the paying 
of a hundred employces, these things do not much in- 
terest the public, but maybe it will interest for a mo- 
ment to know that all these things must be well done 
by the field workers in order that others may sit at 
home in comfort and read of thrilling discoveries. 
And, in fact, I have only told you a little of the drudg- 
ery. All the time we live in hope and daily look for 
letters. Seldom do they come and, when they do, we 
sometimes are not quite sure whether they are angels 
cr antiquities. 


July 4. 

*Tis Independence Day, but not a holiday for us. 
Time is too valuable so far from home. The work- 
men are excused for today; the automobile has not 
yet returned from pioneering; the cook has come in 
from a foraging expedition with some tomatoes half 
as big as one’s hand, and has some chickens put away 
for evening dinner, and we are to have some fire- 
crackers. Perhaps the neighbors will think us at- 
tacked by bandits and come to.our rescue. Such is 
our celebration of the Fourth of July. 


ay 


AUGUST 16, 1930 
/ 


The present is frankly a time of puzzlement in our 
work, Perhaps some would say nothing about it until 
all is cleared up. But I have undertaken to keep the 
readers of the Times with me in all the perpiexities 
day by day. Why then should they not see this puzzle- 
ment and have the pleasure of trying to solve the 
puzzle and the joy of saying, “That is just what I 
thought,” when the difficulty is resolved. 

The Middle Bronze Age, which was expected to 
have one level of débris, was found in 1928 to have 
had two. This year we found a third and then a fourth 
and a fifth, and now we are wondering if there will 
be a sixth city in that Age. Manifestly there were 
wars, wars, wars. So it seems as we look back over 
the three hundred years covered by Middle Bronze. 
It will not seem so warlike an Age if we remember 
that we in America think ourselves a very peaceful 
people, and yet our wars have not been fifty years 
apart. The greater puzzlement, however, is that, al- 
though the distinctive Middle Bronze pottery is un- 
mistakable all through these five or six cities, yet 
Early Bronze types have been appearing all the way 
through and increasingly as we go back toward Early 
Bronze Age exclusively. Ordinarily the different ages 
are quite distinct in the layers of débris and have been 
especially so here at Kirjath-sepher. When we went 
below the Early Iron II to Early Iron I, the time of 
the Judges, the culture changed abruptly, there was 
hardly any mixing of types. So, when we went on 
down to the Late Bronze, it was with only a little mix- 
ing of types, and on to Middle Bronze with the same 
experience. But between Early Bronze and Middle 
Bronze it is different, startlingly different; six layers 
in Middle Bronze and an increasing mixture of types 
all the way through. 

We found the same phenomenon at Bab ed-Dra’a 
and at the Moabite temple at Edar, that is, in the civil- 
ization of the Cities of the Plain and in the subsequent 
civilization in Moab. On the Plain it was wholly 
Early Bronze, in Moab there was a mixture, Early 
Bronze types among Middle Bronze types. Are 
these Early Bronze types hold-over pieces which con- 
tinued in Middle Bronze for a time? Or did Middle 
Bronze not come in suddenly by a great catastrophe, 
but gradually, only in a long time wholly displacing 
the Early Bronze types? If the latter-is the solution, 
it would seem to be in accord with the age of turmoil 
during the domination of the Hyksos in Egypt and 
throughout this Near East. If they brought in the 
Middle Bronze types, then civilization during all the 
ages of turmoil was struggling against them and only 
in three hundred years succumbed. 

Now think on these things and, when we dig on 
down, as we shall do within a few days, we shall 
probably know the answer, and may also know more 
about the Hyksos. 

KIRJATH-SEPHER. 


Sunday School Aviation Contests 
Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


EVER was an aviation chart scanned more care- 

fully than was the one used in a Bible school in 
San Diego. On one side of the chart was outlined 
a hangar, which bore a close resemblance to the home 
church. Altitudes were marked on both the right and 
left sides of the great chart, and these served as sig- 
nals or beacon lights whereby the height of a plane 
might be determined. Mount Carmel was shown on 
the chart, and the planes were expected to clear this 
and make a safe landing in the field opposite the 
church-hangar. Each organized class and department 
had a small metal plane attached to a strong pin. 
As they made the grade their plane advanced accord- 
ing to the altitude register on the chart. After clear- 
ing the summit came the exciting downward drop 
and the safe landing. Points were given for attend- 
ance, promptness, and church attendance. With the 
whole Sunday-school working to have the planes cross 
over the mountain, the effect was felt on the church 
attendance. 

In a little church boasting of not much more than 
the single big room used for all purposes, the follow- 
ing contest was held. A strong wire was strung com- 
pletely around the four sides of the Aikin Street 
Church in Rock Island, Ill. From this wire was 
hung an airplane for each class represented in the 
school. The planes had been cleverly made from light 
wood by a group of boys. At certain designated 
“stations” around the wall mileage charts were posted. 
This was to serve as a guide for the planes as they 
made their way around the room. Credits were given 
for a number of things, — attendance, offering, i 
lesson, promptness, and the like. The contest lasted 
during the summer months and was a great help in 
creating and maintaining an interest in the school 
during the warm weather. 


Cora Gases, FLA, 
ve 
There is a living God. He has spoken in the Bible. 


He means what he says, and will do all he.has prom- 
tsed.—From “Hudson Taylor,” by Marshall Broomhail. 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 31. AMOS. (A Herdsman Called of God to be a Prophet) 


International Uniform Lesson.—The Book of Amos 
Golden Text.— I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.— Isa. 6:8 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


The Practical Aim 
O SHOW how all life, even the most ordinary 
: and humdrum, can be a preparation for doing 
special work for God. There is nothing common 
or unclean as long as it is good, honest work. 


The Historical Setting 


Amos belonged to that group of prophets who were 
witnessing for God both in Israel and Judah during 
the period of the Assyrian ascendancy. Of this group 
Jonah was the earliest. Hosea in the North and Micah 
and Isaiah in the South were roughly contemporary 
with Amos. Joel’s prophecy is undated, but its posi- 
tion in the Hebrew canon would lead us to infer that 
he aiso prophesied about the same time. Samaria was 
captured by the Assyrians 722 B. C., and the prophecy 
of Amos was prior to this. As stated in the notes it 
probably refers to a time about the beginning of the 
eighth century before Christ. 


Verse by Verse 

Amos 1: 1.—Amos is not to be confused with the 
quite different Amoz the father of Isaiah. There is 
no other person of the same name as our prophet 
throughout the Old Testament. Taken in conjunction 
with 7:12.it seems clear that Amos was a citizen of 
the southern kingdom. His own account of himself 
gives the impression that though poor he was inde- 
pendent and able upon this solemn commission to leave 
his flock for a while (7:14, 15). His livelihood was 
derived partly from the occupation of a shepherd and 
partly from gathering sycomore fruit. As a shepherd 
he may have owned a little flock or he may have been 
a paid servant. On the whole the book seems to imply 
the latter. It is extremely likely that his father before 
him had followed the same calling, for in the East 
avocations are hereditary. The omission of the fa- 
ther’s name in the superscription of the prophet would 
seem to indicate that he did not belong to a distin- 
guished family. Contrast Isaiah 1:1 and Joel 1:1. 

Tekoa. This was a town in the tribe of Judah about 
ten miles south of Jerusalem and five miles south of 
Bethlehem. It was situated on a detached hill about 
2,700 feet high. It was probably founded by Ashur, 
Caleb’s half brother (1 Chron. 2:24; 4:5). David 
spent much time in this neighborhood during his wan- 
derings. Afterward many of his soldiers came from 
this part of the country (2 Sam. 23: 26; 1 Chron. 11: 
28). It was one of the towns fortified by Rehoboam 
(2 Chron. 11:6). Near here Jehoshaphat defeated 
the Ammonites and their allies (2 Chron. 20: 20). 

Two years before the earthquake. An earthquake 
was a very terrifying thing to the ancient world. In 
addition to the inevitable physical terror there was also 
associated with such phenomena a deep spiritual terror. 
Also there seems evidence to lead us to think that 
earthquakes were more unusual then than they are 
now becoming. (Comp. Matt. 24:7.) We might 
therefore have expected that such an indication as this 
would enable us easily to fix the date of the commis- 
sion of Amos. But this is by no means the case. An- 
stey says some mystery seems to hang over this period. 
During the first part of it Assyrian history is.also a 
blank. All that is certain is what Amos tells us in 
this verse, namely, that he prophesied during the time 
that Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam II, king of 
Israel, were contemporary. Ussher’s date is 787 B. C. 
Anstey gives from 810 to 796. In any case the com- 
mission of Amos was probably near the end of Jero- 
boam’s reign. 

Chap. 7::10.—The priest of Beth-el. The high priest 
of the sanctuary of the golden-calf there which Jero- 
boam I had set up (1 Kings 12: 28). 

Verse 12.—The land of Judah. Amos came from 
Judah. He was a native of the southern kingdom. 

Eat bread. This is both scornful and cynical: scorn- 
ful because‘it implies that Amos had only come up to 
the northerti kingdom in search of more money than 
he could earn in the south, and cynical because it al- 
most openly suggests that this was all that Amaziah 
himself thought about his position. 

Verse 13.—It is the king’s chapel. It is the chief 
shrine of the national worship. It is an official place 
of religious observance and therefore no fit scene for 
the irregular interruptions of an unknown prophet. 
Observe that it is often the lot of God’s prophets, in- 
deed it was the condition of Christ himself (Luke 23: 
2) and of his apostles (Acts 17:7) to be taxed with 
disloyalty to the existing government. 


Verse 14.—Neither was I a prophet’s son. The sons 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55 : 1-7. 
rimary Topic: A Shepherd Who Became Great. 
Lesson Material: The Book of Amos. 
Memory Verse: Man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart.—x Sam. 16: 7. 
Junior Topic: A Shepherd Who Became Great. 
Lesson Material: The Book of Amos. 
Memory Verse: Man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart.—1 Sam. 16: 7. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Answering God’s Call. 
Tepic for Young People and Adults: Work That Serves God. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
2S TS 9.3 808§$ OS33, 125 327 
1:1 The words of Amos, who was among the herdmen 
of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the days of 
Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son 
of Joash king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 


7:10 Then Amaziah the priest of Beth-el sent to Jero- 
boam king of Israel, saying, Amos hath conspired against 
thee in the midst of the house of Israel: the land is not 
able to bear all his words. 

ll For thus Amos saith, Jeroboam shall die by the 
sword, and Israel shall surely be led away captive out 
of their own land. 

12 Also Amaziah said unto Amos, O thou seer, go, flee 
thee away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, 
and prophesy there: 

13 But prophesy not again any more at Beth-el: for it is 
the king’s chapel, and it is the king’s court. 

14 Then answered Amuvs, and said to Amaziah, I was no 
prophet, neither was I a prophet’s son; but I was an 
herdman, and a gatherer of sycomore fruit: 

15 And the Lord took me as I followed the flock, and 
the Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people 
Israel. 

2:11 And I raised up of your sons for prophets, and of 
your young men for Nazarites. Is it not even thus, O ye 
children of Israel? saith the Lord. 

12 But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink; and com- 
manded the prophets, saying, Prophesy not. 

3:7 Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he re- 
vealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets. 

8 The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the Lord God 
hath spoken, who can but prophesy? 








of the prophets wére the disciples of the prophets (1 
Kings 20:35; Matt. 12:27). They were not neces- 
sarily, nor indeed often the actual sons by birth of 
those to whom they were thus attached. Amos points 
out that he has not come up north in order to gain a 
livelihood by prophesying. His business is down south. 
And that implies that from a material point of view 
he had nothing to gain but much to lose by coming 
up north. He had come only because the compulsion 
of the Lord himself was upon him. And it is a happy 
thing when any Christian worker or minister can say 
that. It is a happy thing when any man becomes a 
— of the Gospel at the cost of pecuniary loss to 
imself. 


Chap. 2:11.—I raised up of your sons. As prophets 
they were the teachers and as Nazarites the exemplars 





Send Me 
By Amos R. Wells 


MOS was a lowly toiler,kept a flock of sheep; 

ah, but more than those dumb creatures Amos 
knew to keep! For he drove a flock of nations, 
drove'them with a rod made of blazing indignation 
for the cause of God! Amos was a humble 
toiler, tending sycomores; slit the figs and to 
the sunshine opened up the cores. Ah, but 
more than toilsome tendance of those humble trees, 
—sick and feeble of the nations, Amos tended 
these! More than shepherd, more than farmer, more 
than figs and flock, in the welter of the nations 
Amos was a Rock! To the lying priests and pro- 
phets Amos shouted ‘‘No!*® To the kings he 
hurled defiance, prophesying woe. Where the judges 
scouted justice and oppressed the poor, where the 
rich men mocked the wretched lying at their door, 
where the callous-hearted beauty walked in silly pride, 
there the judgments of Jehovah Amos boldly cried. 
Truly, Amos was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, 
from the flock Jehovah took him on his course to 
run;‘sent the farmer up to Bethel on a perilous path; 
bade him threaten Amaziah with Jehovah’s wrath. 
Splendid»herdsman uf Tekoa, how we need thee 
now! Drop the pruning knife, the sickle, leave the 
plodding plow! In thy daring, trusting manner 
speak for purity! Bid us answer, Jesus calling, 
** Here am I; send me!** 











of the people. For legislation concerning the Naza- 
rites compare Numbers 6. The Nazarite was a step 
toward the practical fulfillment of Exodus 19:5. For 
the. Christian anti-type of the Nazarite compare 
Romans 12:1. 


Verse 12—Ye gave the Nazarites wine. You not 
only broke the law in your own persons, but tempted 
your children who were dedicated to my service to 
violate their vows. 

If an unmarried woman bound herself by a vow her 
father had the right to destroy the oath (Num. 30: 
3-5). Presumably, therefore, a similar right could be 
exercised by the father concerning the vow of any 
child dependent upon him, though when a boy grew 
up he became fully responsible in this respect (Num. 
30:2). When once the vow had been taken and not 
disallowed by the father, then it stood in all its sa- 
credness. Thus did God safeguard the position of the 
father in relation to his child and of the child in rela- 
tion to the father. In other words normally the will 
of God for the children consisted in the fulfillment of 
the fifth commandment. It is not otherwise today. 
And this is a lesson which it may be necessary to urge 
upon some of our young folks who may be tempted 
te neglect these primary duties in their eagerness to do 
what they feel to be God’s work. Doing one’s duty at 
home ought, therefore, to take precedence over every- 
thing else with a Christian child. Not even Sunday- 
schools or religious meetings ought to come before 
this. But; on the other hand, when the child has un- 
dertaken to do work for God the parents incur this 
condemnation if they tempt him to neglect it. 

Chap. 3:7.—He revealeth his secret. Compare Jere- 
miah 23: 22. 

Verse 8.—The lion hath roared. Amos was desert 
bred. On that bare surface everything that stirs is 
ominous. Every shadow, every noise, the shepherd 
must note and seek to interpret. Now God is speaking 
ia:the very circumstances of the day to Amos in the 
things that are happening all around. And Amos 
brings to their interpretation not only his natural 
practical shrewdness but also the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit. 

A Lesson Outline 


1. Amos, Early life and circumstances. The prep- 
aration for his call. 


2. The call. This came through (1) outer political 
and economic circumstances. (2) Through inner con- 
viction of the will of God. 


3. His obedience and the risks it brought. 


4. His compensation in the vision of the glorious 
future, 


Golden Topics 


1. God’s choice of workers. His will is sovereign. 
He chooses whom he wills. Every prophet was a 
miracle. 


2. Both the prophetship and the priesthood were in- 
stitutions of divine appointment. Yet observe how nec- 
essary the prophet was as a check upon and help to 
the priest. It is sad to find how very few even of the 
Aaronic high priests in the Old Testament seem to 
have counted for God in the life of the nation. As a 
matter of historical fact it was the prophet Moses who 
was used of God to establish the Levitical from 
Aaronic priesthood. The destructive critics allege that 
the priests’ code as they call it and particularly the 
Book of Leviticus was the work of priestly hands 
during the time of the Exile. And that it was written 
with a desire to consolidate and strengthen the posi- 
tion of the priestly as opposed to the prophetical reli- 
gion in Israel. If this were so it is very ctrange that 
the Priests’ Code itself represents the priesthood as 
having derived its authority from the prophet. 


3. The case of Amos teaches us that in every kind 
of honest work there is opportunity for serving God. 
God reveals himself still to the utterly consecrated 
soul in whatever work he may be engaged. You can 
serve God in the fullest sense of priestly service and 
worship just as much in factory or office or kitchen 
as in church. 


Final Word 


O Master, let me walk with Thee 
In lowly paths of service free, 
Tell me Thy secret, help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 


Help me the slow of heart to move 

By some clear, winning word of love, 
Teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
And guide them in the homeward way. 


—Washington Gladden.’ 
TURNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 

Ellis, Mrs, Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 

Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 

tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 

bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 

discover the answers as given in the following issue? 

HAT characteristic of Amos’ appears through the 
literary style of his book? 

2. What phrase gives the keynote to the whole book? 

3. What verses in Amos are familiar quotations still 
in English speech and literature? 

4. Upon what previous prophetic statement does Amos 
base his prophecy? 

5. How does he begin his denunciations and why ? 

6. Upon how many nations besides Judah did Amos 
pronounce God’s judgment? 

7. What evidence is there that he is not a hard-hearted 
critic of his people? 

8. What internal evidence is there that he was country- 
reared? 

9. Why was not Amos intimidated by the threats of 
Amaziah, nor awed by the splendor of Jeroboam’s court? 

10. What fulfillment of Amos’ prophecies concerning 
them has come to pass? 

11. What other prophecy of Amos’ has time verified? 

12. Quote a passage of Scripture which is designed .to 
give assurance to God’s servants in the performance of 
duty under the most trying circumstances. 

13. Show an instance where the disciples of the Lord 
found cause of rejoicing in persecution for Christ’s sake. 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the. preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Dirt Farmer.—7wo years before the earthquake 
(1:1). God seems to have used all sorts of men 
for revealing his will and purpose to his children, 
from Moses, a prince of Egypt, to John, a fisherman 
of Galilee. Today we see him using a farmer. Every 
now and then the newspaper-speaks of a “dirt farmer.” 
“Will, what is a ‘dirt farmer’?” asks her Majesty. 
“Your brother, who owns and operates two or three 
big farms is not a ‘dirt farmer,’ but my brother-in- 
law who lived on his farm, took milk to the railroad, 
plowed, sowed, and harvested, was a ‘dirt farmer 
and not a ‘gentleman farmer’ like your brother,” is 
what I told Mrs. Ridgway. When you read the Book 
of Amos you will be consorting with a “dirt farmer,” 
the real farmer, “the horny handed son of toil,” as 
such farmers like to call themselves. Here in our 
text is a fine sample of the countryside. Dirt farmers 
do not reckon events by the almanac and calendar. 
Uncle Billy Watson would say, “I sold that strip to 
the railroad right after the butcherin’.” Aunt Sally 
would say, “Johnny was born just before harvest.” 
Amos is locating you “two years before the earth- 
quake.” All the farmers in the Iron Rose Bible Class 
happen to be “dirt farmers.” I get them going by 
telling them farmers no longer do any real work. 
They ride on a tractor under an awning to do the 
plowing, seeding, and cultivating. Ditto harvesting. 
Even have a machine to do the milking. “Come out 
on the farm and try and see,” they come back at 
me with spirit. I reply, “Applesauce! Why, out West 
they have a rig where the farmer starts the plow 
when he goes to bed and wakes up the next morning 
with a hundred acre field all plowed.” In Amos’ day 
there were no labor savers. They plowed with a stick, 
harvested with a sickle, threshed by the tramp of cat- 
tle, and winnowed with the wind. Farming was largely 
live stock raising. Here in our prophet we have a 
real farmer, and what he has to say is good sense, 
plain and blunt in regular countryside fashion. In 
other words, this Old Book, even in a minor prophet, 
is a human document as well as a divine revelation. 





Influence.—I was no prophet, neither was I a 
prophet’s son; but I was an herdman, ... and the 
Lord took me as I followed the flock, and the Lord 
said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people (7:14, 15). 
Listen to Amos, apologizing because he was no Isaiah 
or Jeremiah or Ezekiel or Daniel. A “minor prophet,” 
we call him. One of the first, God calls him (Luke 
14:11). Always remember the big front page 
“prophet” has nothing on the faithful, unmentioned 
prophet, busy about the Master’s business in the un- 
heard of little old backwoods, Squedunk. For ex- 
ample, I tell it again—how many of you ever heard 
of St. Lawrence University and know where it is, and 
of its aforetime president, Dr. Alpheus B. Hervey? 
Yet I have before me a letter from Mr. Owen D. 
Young, associate of former Vice-President Dawes in 
the matter of the German reparations and also head 
of the great General Electric Company. Here is what 
Mr. Young says, “The.turning point in my life came 
when Dr. Hervey, the President of St. Lawrence Uni- 
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versity, preached in our little church at Van Hornes- 
ville, N. Y. [150 population], and found me teaching 
a Sunday-school class. He insisted on my coming 
to college.” He aided the slender means of Mr. 
Young’s parents in- getting him through. Mr. Young 
is not the last farmer’s boy to swing to the high 
place irom the “sticks,” and by his life and example 
go right on “teaching a Sunday-school class” through 
this Corner today, and other days. You will get this 
point when you remember that the writer holds with 
the Editor’s father that the job of Sunday-school 
teaching is not a pedagogic one, as some think, but 
a psychologic one. The Sunday-school at its best 
is a place of influence. That is to say, there are thou- 
sands of splendid men in the market place who are 
“minor prophets,” but oh, how they “prophesy” to 
the people by their Christian influence. And it is 
surprising how many of these “prophets,” like Farmer 
Young, have hayseed in their Lair and the barn yard 
label on their boots. Amos, old fellow, your apology 
is entirely unnecessary. The man who provides us 
with our meals, our clothes, our shoes, will always 
be a “major” and not a “minor” prophet, from whom 
shall always arise masters of men. It is man and 
not God who calls the short talkers the “minor” 
prophets. 


What Would You Write?—Surely the Lord God 
will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his 
servants the prophets (3:7). A friend of Mr. Henry 
Ford says that when Mr. Ford makes out a contract 
upon engaging a department head he leaves the stipend 
blank and !ets the head put in the amount he thinks 
he is worth to the company. As you likely ].now, Mr. 
Ford carries on his tremendous organization through 
these department -heads. God carries on his great 
work through his department heads.. His “servants 
the prophets,” as the old farmer Amos puts it, and I 
do not see why I should say “old farmer” except 
from a colloquial habit, for Amos writes like a husky 
young granger (Eph. 4:11). But here is the great 
point of this paragraph. If you were called to write 
what you are worth to the “Company,” what would 
you write? But let us go on. Mr. Ford found that 
one of these department heads was not true to him. 
Mr. Ford sent for the man and told him to go to 
the cashier and get what he would receive to the end 
of his contract. Then said Mr. Ford, “Get out of 
here, I never want to see you again!” And here is 
another great point in this paragraph. Suppose God- 
should do this to those who are not true to him— 
what an army of the Kicked-Outers there would be! 
Paul says something about being a “Kicked-Outer” 
(1 Cor. 9:27). ‘While God could order his kingdom 
by the simple mandate of his power, he seems to have 
preferred doing so through “his servants the prophets.” 
One of whom I hope, my dear Pussy-in-the-Corner, 
you-are. I believe that God has ordered it in this 
manner to provide a simple and easy way for his 
children to be happy and useful, or rather useful and 
then happy. For the supremely happy people are 
unquestionably those who are actively engaged in the 
King’s business. Unhappy Christians? Alas, yes, but 
these are not out “prophesying,” if you get what I 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 6—Abraham. (A Pioneer of Faith.) 
Gen, 12: 1-5; 1321-123 17 : 1-8; 18 : 22-33; Heb. 11 : 8-10 
2. July 13—Jacob. (A Selfish Man Transformed.) 
Gen. 25 : 19-34; chapters 27 to 33; 46:28 to 47:12 
3. July 20—Moses. (A Courageous Leader.) 
Exod. 1: 8-14; 221-22; 3:1-14; 11: 1-10; 32: 30- 
35; Deut. 34:1-8; Heb. 11 : 23-29 
4. July 27.—Deborah. (May be used with Temperance 
Applications.) (A Leader in a National Emer- 
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s- August 3—Naomi and Ruth. (A Study in Racial 
MRINEMURGMIUEE) oc cccecsecsectesescce fe The Book of Ruth 


6. August 10.—Hannah. (A Godly Mother.) 

xr Samuel 1 : 1-28; 2: 1-11, 18, 19; 3: 1-18 

7- August 17.—Saul. (A Man of Great Possibilities 

who Failed.) ....1 Sam. 8 to 113 13; 153 16: 14-233 
19 : 9-12; 28; 31 

8 August 24.—Jonathan and David. (A Noble Friend- 
ship.) ..1 Sam. 18:1-4; 19: 1-73 20; 2 Sam. 1: 17-27 

9. August 31.—Amos. (A Herdsman Called of God to 
be a Prophet.) ................. ...-The Book of Amos 

to. September 7.—Josiah. (May be Used with Temper- 

ance Applications.) (A Royal Reformer.) 2 Kings 
22; 23: 1-3, 21-25; 2 Chron. 34 and 35 

11. September 14.—Jeremiah, (The Prophet of Individual 


MMA) nncexe ans oecae Jer. 121-10; 14 27-22; 31 : 27-34 
12. September 21.—Jonah, (The Narrow , Nationalist 
MTEL See casanecacs anced paneeen The Book of Jonah 
13. September 28.—Review. The Greatness of the God-fearing 
j Fourth Quarter 


1. October 5.—Zacharias and Elisabeth. (Life in a 
Pinca Jewish Home.) i655. cise teceavdove Luke 1: 5-80 
2, October 12.—Mary, the Mother of Jesus. (An Ex- 
ample of Motherhood.) 
Luke 2: 15-19; John a: 1-5; 19 : 25-27 
3- October r9.—Simeon and Anna. (The Insight of the 
PUPS Ie TORI) cciccicces SaWeetiass eerste Luke 2 : 29-39 
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mean. These are out complaining, “lying down,” 
holding back, hunting trouble, just “belongers.” -Not 
. 4) bad car, only needs new carburetor and spark 
plugs 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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Teaching by Objects 


By Ethel S. Low 





MateriaL: A pencil, 











HAT is this in my hand? A pencil. 
Of what is it de? Wood. 

Where did they get the wood? Out of a tree. 

Yes. Just imagine you see that straight little tree, 
growing out in the woods, its tip stretching up to 
the sun. It is just one little tree out in the woods. 
But along comes a man, and puts a mark on it, and 
another man comes and cuts it down, and it is hauled 
to a mill, and after being cut and trimmed and turned 
and molded, it is made into many pencils, which go 
out into the stores, and people buy them. 

What do we use them for? To write what? 
Words, letters, sermons, stories, messages. 

In our lesson today we heard about Amos. He 
was just one of the herdsmen of Tekoa, probably 
working along with the rest-of them, caring for the 
sheep and cattle, day after day. But one day God 
spoke to him, and called him away from his work, 
and made him a prophet, with a message for all 
Israel, and one that has reached down through the 
centuries, even to us. 

‘Has God called you to give out his message of 
salvation? He may have to cut and trim and turn and 
mold you as men did with this pencil, before you can 
be used to give his message, but if he has called you, 
why not answer, “Here am I; send me”? 

Mount Hermon, Cat. 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The ara School Times. three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
epociesy desired, though some on the Golden Text are alse 
n : 


Amputation Needed.—And his anger did tear per- 
petually, and he kept his wrath for ever (1:11). A 
man who suffered from a grievance, and who could 
talk of little else, was one day having a chat with-a 
doctor. “I suppose your experience tells you it is 
possible to cure almost anything by careful nursing?” 
he asked. The doctor, who had a deep sense of humor, 
looked quickly at his questioner. “One thing can never 
be cured by nursing,” he said emphatically. “What 
might that be?” “A grievance,” said the doctor, with 
a laugh—From The (London) Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


A Fisher of Men.—I was no prophet, neither was 
I a prophet’s son (7:14). A commercial traveler, 
named Rigby, was compelled to spend a week-end 
every quarter in Edinburgh. He always worshiped ix 
Dr. Alexander Whyte’s church and always tried to 
persuade some other visitor. to accompany him. On 
one occasion, having taken a Roman Catholic traveler 
there who thereby accepted Christ, he called on Dr. 
Whyte to tell him of the conversion. The doctor then 
asked his name, and on being told that it was Rigby, 
he exclaimed: “Why, you are the man I’ve been look- 
ing for for years!” He then went to his study and 
returned with a bundle of letters from which he read 
such extracts as these: “I was spending a week-end 
in Edinburgh some weeks ago, and a fellow-comimer- 
cial named Rigby invited me to accompany him to St. 
George’s. The message of that service changed my 
life.” “I am a young man, and the other day I came 
to hear you preach at the invitation of a man called 
Rigby, and in that service I decided to dedicate my 
life to Christ.” Dr. Whyte went on to say that twelve 
of the letters were from young men, of whom four had 
since entered the ministry.—From Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Our Responsibility.—The Lord God hath spoken, 
who can but prophesy? (3:8.) In traveling some years 
ago I stopped at a hotel where the appointments were 
of the finest and where the service was the best I had 
ever known. The proprietor has a chain of hotels, 
and is considered the most successful man in the busi- 
ness. Behind the desk of each employee, but hidden 
from the public view, hangs a little sign with these 
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‘standing corn. 


Lesson for August 31 


words, “My reputation is in your hands.” 
Is ‘His reputation in our hands?—From 
The Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Is Praying Enough?—ZI heard the 
voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us? Then said 
I, Here am I; send me (Golden Text). 
When Martin Luther set out on the work 
which shook the world his friend My- 
conius expressed sympathy. “But,” he 
said, “I can best help where I am. I will 
remain and pray while you toil.” My- 
conius prayed day by day, but as he 
prayed he began to feel. uncomfortable. 
One night he had a dream. He thought 
the Saviour himself approached and 
showed him his hands and feet. He saw 
the fountain in which he had _ been 
cleansed from sin. Then looking earnest- 
ly into his eyes the Saviour said, “Follow 
me.” The Lord took hint to a lofty 


‘mountain and pointed eastward. Look- 


ing in that direction Myconius saw a 
plain stretching away to the horizon, It 
was dotted with white sheep — thousands 
and thousands of them. One man was 
trying to shepherd them all. The man 
was Luther. The Saviour pointed west- 
ward. Myconius saw a great field of 
One reaper was trying 
to harvest it all. The lonely laborer was 
spent and exhausted, but still he persisted 
in his task. ._Myconius recognized in the 
solitary reaper his old friend Luther. “It 
is not enough,” said Myconius when he 
awakened, “that I should pray. The sheep 
must be shepherded; the fields’ must be 
reaped. Here am I; send me.” And he 
went out and shared his old friend’s 
labors—From “The Fiery Crags,’ by 
Boreham. Sent by M. Taylor, Winni- 
peg, Can. 


A High Salary or Heavenly Reward? 
—I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 
Whom shall I send, and who wili go for 
us?. Then said I, Here am I; send me 
(Golden Text). Recently the Standard 
Oil Company wanted two extra men, and 
out of the twenty who applied Mr. Li 
was one of the two chosen. He was 
housemaster in a boys’ boarding school 
of the China Inland Mission. His wages 
were to be double what he was earning 
in the school. Mr. Li prayed much about 
the matter. He accepted the position, but 
when he found he would have to work 
on Sunday he gave it up. Then the man- 
ager offered him three times higher wages 
than he had as a teacher and gave him 
his Sundays free. He returned to the 
office but became very unhappy, and in 
the evening after praying with the head 
teacher of the school he wrote the fol- 
lowing letter in English: “I am sorry I 
cannot come and work for your company. 
I have decided to work for God, and win 
the boys to Jesus Christ. I beg you a 
thousand pardons.” The manager said to 
one of his friends: “I thought I did well 
to engage a Christian, but I see they put 
Jesus first and business second.”—From 
China’s Millions. Sent by Miss J. B. 
James, Toronto, 5. 


Seven Years at the Halfway House. 
—Here am I; send me. (Golden Text). 
Several years ago I heard Dr. Glover of 
the China Inland Mission tell of a conse- 
cration meeting he had held in a certain 
church. Many arose in answer to the in- 
vitation to give their hearts to God for 
service. Seven years later he returned to 
the same church and in answer to an- 
other similar invitation. some of the same 
persons stood. ‘He then said, “Seven 
years ago some of you stood, saying, 
‘Lord, here am. I,’ but you must have for- 
gotten to say, ‘Send me.’ ”—Sent. by Wal- 
ter F. Ribbe, Philadelphia, Pa, Prize il- 
lustration, 


+4 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou hast spoken so 
plainly through thy chosen prophets. We 
thank thee that thou dost not await worldly 
greatness before thou dost choose from among 
men those whom thou dost use. How often 
we. have heard thy voice in our own hearts 
calling us to special service for thee! Yet 
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we have so often held back. Give us, we 
pray thee, the responsiveness, and the will- 
ing spirit of those who were called to speak 
for thee in the days of which we are study- 
ing, and help us to have the courage to fol- 
low without turning aside from thy will. We 
ask it in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Before Amos was 
called to be a prophet what was his work? 
Yes, a herdsman—a man who looked 
after the cattle. And you notice that he 
was just one “among the herdmen of 
Tekoa,” so he does not seem to have had 
any special backing from men, but was 
wholly dependent upon God, when he un- 
dertook to do what God wanted him to. 
Now, what do we mean when we say 
that a man is a prophet? Yes, many 
times he does foretell. events, but a 
prophet is one who speaks for God. He 
may be foretelling, or he may not, but he 
is delivering a message that God gives 
him. Since that is true, he must be en- 
tirely obedient, and not put in his own 
notions, but give forth what God wants 





GOD'S CALL 


HERE AM I; 
SEND —— ? 


MY ANSWER? 














him to say. Many a time you and I have 
an opportunity to speak a word for the 
Lord, and he may call any one of us to 
speak to some one else in his name. Are 
we willing? Are we ready? Can we say 
as Isaiah did when God calls us, “Here 
am I; send me’? A missionary, speak- 
ing of the call to the mission field, said 
that he thought nowadays a good many 
young men say, “Here am I, Lord; send 
my sister.” Is that the way you and I 
are answering God’s call, by suggesting 
that he choose some one else? Let’s be 
ready not only to hear what he wants us 
to do, but to do it. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Where He Leads Me.” 

“Here am I.” 

“As a Volunteer.” 

“Give of Your Best to the Master.” 
“Must I Go—and Empty-Handed?” 
“Answer ‘Yes’ When He Calls.” 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


President and Prof of Educati 
at Juniata College 








THE LAW OF APPERCEPTION.—Ali 
new knowledge and experience are 
appropriated and interpreted through 
knowledge and experience already 











acquired. 





T HAS been pointed out by Dr. Sam- 

pey that “the text upon which Amos 
preaches is a quotation from: Joel 3: 16, 
and should stand as an evidence of the 
early date of Joel”; but it gives him a 
starting point in that which would be 
probably not unfamiliar to his audience. 
The method of the prophet involves also 
what may be recognized as the step of 
preparation in the “formal steps” of in- 
struction formerly so much stressed. At 
least he leads up to his later denuncia- 
tion of Israel by begianing with a de- 
nunciation of their” enemies, which of 
course they would approve. © But if they 
for their sins should be brought to judg- 
ment, why should Israel hope to escape 
the wrath of the Almighty for the sins 
of which they were guilty? Thus were 
they prepared for a condemnation that 
they could not well evade. But there is 
evidence, of course, that Amos was ‘no 
more a cruel-hearted man than his Lord 
was a hard-hearted autocrat (7:2, 3), 
and it was doubtless a great joy to him 
that he was able to forecast a happier 
day when God’s people would turn back 
to him and when he would turn again 
the captivity of his people. 

The apperceptive principle can also be 
recognized in the fact that so many of the 
figures under which Amos portrays his 
prophecy are those familiar to him as a 
herdsman, and doubtless also quite im- 
pressive to the people of Israel who, after 
all, lived close to the soil. Threshing in- 
struments, cart loads of sheaves, lambs 
and calves, a basket of summer fruit, 
reaping the grain, and treading out the 
grapes are but a few of the references 
in point to which the class may be in- 
terested in adding others. 

Huntinopon, Pa, 


Let us delight in dependence — that a 
Person above us should minister to us 
and care for us—J. N. D. 















hinkest thou = 
this, O man,- = 
‘that thou shalt ee 
escape the judg. 
ment of God?” 


Romans 2:3. 




















MAN, YOU'VE CLIMBED THE WRONG HILL. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: From fig nipper to fame. 
Discussion: What is true success? 
Objective: An Immanuel conscious- 
ness. 


AY, fellows, Amos called himself “a 

dresser of sycomore-trees” (R. V.), 
as well as a herdsman. The sycomore 
tree of Palestine is not at all like the 
tree we know as the sycamore. The 
sycomore of Amos’ country was a fig 
tree. Not like our fig trees, which are 
only exaggerated bushes, but it grew 
much taller, sometimes to the height of 
fifty feet, we are told. Zaccheus, you 
remember, climbed up into a sycomore — 
a fig tree—to get a better view of our 
Lord. Neither were the figs as palatable 
as ours, or those of Smyrna; and the 
people of Palestine had a method of 
pinching, or “nipping,” the green fruit 
to make it mature faster and improve 
the flavor. Amos learned to nip figs. 
At the same time he tended sheep. It 
is quite probable that he found he could 
work at those two jobs together, or 
piternately in a convenient way. 

The thing that interests us here is that 
Amos was an industrious young fellow, 
working at humble tasks; yet through 
his attentiveness to God’s call‘and his un- 
restrained response to it he stood as 
God’s fearless ambassador before a 
powerful king, and delivered a rebuke 
and a warning and a prophecy with such 
faithfulness and such acuteness that he 
now occupies a niche in God’s great 


.Hall of Fame where he rests so securely 


that his star in the glorious firmament 
will shine through all eternity. 

It is usually the fellow working faith- 
fully at some task who gets called out 
to something higher — often much higher. 
“Seest thou a man diligent in his busi- 
ness? he shall stand before kings; he 
shall not stand before obscure men” 
(Prov. 22:29). “Well done, good and 
faithful servant; thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler 
over many things: enter thou into the 
joy of thy lord” (Matt. 25:23). 

Moses was away out “on the backside 
of the desert” tending sheep for Jethro, 
his father-in-law, when he was called to 
stand before Pharaoh and demand the re- 
lease of the Israelites from bondage, and 
from that to become the “law giver.” 

Gideon was threshing wheat when God 
called him out to be a conquering gen- 
de! and drive the Midianites from the 

and. 

David was called from the field where 
he was tending his father’s sheep, to be 
anointed king and to become one of the 
great shining lights in the history of 
Israel and in the history of the kingdom 
of God. 

Peter and James and John and Andrew 
were but humble fishermen, plying their 
trade, when Jesus Christ called them out 
to be his intimate companions as well as 
his disciples, and to carry on the great 
work that he started. 

Fellows, many a boy becomes restive 
and dissatisfied because promotion seems 
a long time coming. A fellow gets tired 
measuring up potatoes and sweeping out 
the store. ‘He wants a job in the office 
where he can wear his good clothes all 
the time. . That is poison, if he but knew 
it. It gives him a distaste for his work 
and causes him to slight it— which is 
welt nigh fatal. On the other hand, if 
he would just make up his mind that he 
will put the best he has into the potato 
measuring, and make that store look 
cleaner with his broom than any other 
roustabout ever did, first thing he knows 
the boss will be calling him over to the 
desk to give him a bigger job. 

But there is yet a higher thought in 
connection with Amos. No matter what 
a fellow’s work is, it is his high privilege 
to identify God with it. No task so 
lowly, no duty so trivial, but it may be 
dignified and glorified by the Immanuel 
consciousness. That’s a _ rather high 
sounding term, but when you realize that 
Immanuel means “God with us,” you will 
understand. Every time Amos climbed 
a sycomore to nip the figs, every time he 
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Ask for a copy of Standard Catalogue. 





True to the Bible 
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Graded Lessons 


October Ist Begins the NEW 
Church School Year 


Before you buy lesson materials, send for FREE copy of our book on 
Standard Graded Lessons. You will find it a treasure of helpful suggestions 
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THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
Sth and Cutter Sts. Dept. SS-816, Cincinnati, O. 


PROMOTION and RALLY DAY INFORMATION FOLDER is yours for the 
Every needed supply to make apg days the best you have ever known. 
tis FREE. 


Nowhere can you find Graded 
Lessons that are so closely built 
upon the Bible —true to the 
Scriptures in all its teaching, 
From schools everywhere 
comes the cry “Give us Graded 


Lessons. that teach MORE 
Bible. Standard Graded Les- 
sons actually teach MORE 


Bible, and teach it better. They 
cover every church school re- 
quirement. 














led his sheep to water or to pasture, he 
was doubtless sensing ’s presence. 
That is why he heard the Lord’s voice 
when he “took him from following the 
flock, and said, Go, prophesy unto my 
people Israel.” That is why Amos never 
flinched, but got his message across in 
such a way as to make old Amaziah, the 
false priest of Bethel, squirm. That was 
why he could say, “The lion hath roared, 
who will not fear? the Lord God hath 
spoken, who can but prophecy?” 


Greenszoro, N. C. 
we 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 
tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 


cluded in one part or another of the | 


interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouTH, which 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday Sef&ool 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CuristiAN YouTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpay 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. How.many Bible men can you name 
who heard God’s call for service when 
they were engaged in common tasks? 


_ 2. Of what selfish motive in prophesy- 
ing was Amos wrongly accused? 


3. What clear conviction as to his com- 
mission helped Amos? 


4. What can we see of God’s love in 
sending Amos to Israel? 


5. What can you see in this lesson as 
to Amos’ courage? 


6. What can you see of his humility? 
- . 
Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 
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How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 


The God behind the messenger: 

(1) Who changed his work at God’s 
call. 

(2) Who left his home to do his new 
work, 

(3) Who stirred a whole people by his 
message. 

(4) Whose voice still rings in men’s 
ears. 














O MORE arresting figure arises 

trom an Old Testament list of char- 
acters than Amos, the herdsman of 
Tekoa, yet we shall find a more satisfy- 
ing study still in what Amos’ life and 
work reveal concerning the God who 
used him’as his messenger to a people 
on a moral and spiritual decline. It was 
another of those great old Hebrew 
prophets who gave us God’s own words 
concerning himself, “For I, Jehovah, 
change not,” and it is this eternal. truth 
that. makes such a study vital to even 
the girlhood of modern America. Keep 
this viewpoint strongly before your girls 
all. through this series of lessons — else 
what attention can you hope for from the 


group of girls you face every Sunday 
for such ancient personages as Amos 
Jonah and Zacharias and Elisabeth? 

(1) Amos is only one of many re- 
corded in Scripture whom God called 
to make a complete change in work in 
answering his call. Evidently God some- 
times expects_one to prove his faith and 
obedience in this way. From the free 
outdoor life in the Judzan hills with his 
crops and his flocks, God asked Amos 
to go as his messenger, a prophet, to 
the Israelites, whose life centered in the 
fast-corrupting court in the rich city of 
Samaria. 

(2) God further asked of Amos that 
he should leave his home and manner of 
living as well as do a new kind of work, 
for which, apparently, he had had no train- 
ing. Imagination will help you to pic- 
ture the restrictions that must have irked 
this sturdy, proud spirit, accustomed to 
the individualism of the independent 
farmer, in leaving the country home and 
ways, as well as his own family, to live 
the restrained life of constant contacts 
with many people of very different stand- 
ards from his own. 

(3) But when Amos heeded and 
obeyed God’s call to make such a radical 
change in his life, the result proved that 
the God who called abundantly enabled 
the man who answered, “Here am I; send 
me.” For God spoke through this 
prophet with such mighty power that 
Israel stirred in her soft wealth and 
silken sins, at his repeated and fearless 
“Thus saith the Lord.” He reached not 
only the powerful rulers and their cruel 
and selfish court, but the surrounding 
nations, the women of fashion loving 
their own luxuries above all else, and 
that little remnant of the still faithful 
who had not yet bowed the knee to Baal. 

(4) To stop with Amos’ revelation of 
God to his own time would be to miss the 
largest lesson of all, for till this day 
men turn to Amos’ “Thus saith the Lord” 
to rediscover God’s standards for a right- 
eous nation. The things God “hated” in 
Amos’ day he still abhors — oppression 
of the poor, cruelty, greed, slavery, 
broken promises, revengefulness, injus- 
tice, false weights and measures, selfish 
luxuries, self-indulgence, hypocrisy — and 
it was through this man, who accepted 
a total break in his life at God’s call, that 
God could declare himself in words whose 
cutting edge time has failed to dull. 


Home Study 


“The God Amos Revealed to the 
World” (rather than only “to Israel”) 
will make a rewarding study for this 
week. Read Amos’ brief chapters 
through and write down all you find out 
about God through them. 


Decatur, GA. 
we 


For Primary Teachers 


By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD the Book of Amos. The chil- 

dren no doubt need an introduction 
to Amos. They need to be told, too, just 
where his ministry fits in. Tell them 
briefly that the kingdom of Israel was 
divided after the reign of Solomon, Da- 
vid’s son. 

The first king of the northern kingdom 
began his reign by leading his people 
into idolatry, and all the kings who fol- 
lowed him were idolatrous. And not all 
the kings of Judah were true to God. So 
there was much sin among the people 
of both kingdoms, and God wanted a man 
to tell “the whole house of Israel,” and 
also the nations living near, about their 
sins. He called Amos “who was among 
the herdmen of Tekoa,” a place in the 
kingdom of Judah. 

Explain that a herdsman means a cat- 
tle raiser, and ask the children if they 
would ever. think of God calling a cow- 
boy to be his messenger. Yet he has 
done it. Once a real wild west cowboy 
—a great strong tall fellow — heard the 
Gospel and believed. God used this con- 
verted cowboy to show many people the 
way of life, just as he used Amos, the 
herdsman of ‘Tekoa, long ago. 

At the time Amos began his -ministry 





both Judah and the northern kingdom 
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were very prosperous, and many of: them 
were very sinful. Amos had a warning 
for all these people; still the greater part 
of his ministry was to the northern king- 
dom. His first message was against the 
altars at Bethel where their idolatry had 
begun. Their greatest sins were idolatry 
and selfishness. The rich people op- 
pressed the poor, and the Lord said he 
would destroy their beautiful ivory 
palaces.. He loves mercy and kindness, 
so he would not bless their prosperity. 
The’ Lord had to punish them for all their 
sins. So there had been no rain to make | 
the grain grow, and worms had eaten up 
their crops, so the people were hungry. 
Many of them had died from disease, and 
many had been killed in battle. Still 
the people had gone on sinning, and had 
not returned to the Lord. Sin always 
leads to suffering and to death, and as 
the people kept on sinning more judg- 
ments had to come upon them. - So the 
Lord warns them solemnly, ‘Prepare ‘to 
meet thy God.” He -reminds the sinning, 
suffering people that the idols they. wor- 
shiped at Bethel could do nothing for 
them, and pleads with them to return to 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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the God who made the beautiful stars, 
and could turn the dark shadow of death 
into the glad light of the morning. 

He reproved the people again for 
treading upon the poor, and told them 
that they would not be allowed to en- 
joy the beautiful homes and other pleas- 
ures they had selfishly prepared for them- 
And he told the ones who pre- 
tended to offer sacrifices to the true God, 
while they: were not really worshiping 
him, that he would not accept these sac- 
rifices or listen to their music. 

Because Amos told the people of their 
sins, and warned them of the punishment, 
the idolatrous priest of Bethel said he 
was an enemy of the people, and told him 
not to prophesy any more at Bethel, but 
to go back to Judah. Amos told the 
sinful priest how God had called him 
from his work and had sent him with this 
message of warning. He said that the 
priest who refused the message would be 
severely punished, and that all the people 
would surely go into captivity. And it 
was not many years until it all came 
true. 

We are glad that the Lord cheered his 
faithful messenger by telling him of hap- 
pier times. Amos closed his book with 
a beautiful picture of the same land, 
when the Lord Jesus comes back. 

Repeat the Memory Verse: “Man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the heart” (1 Sam. 
16:7). 

Curnton, S. C. 


3 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of August 24) 
1. In age, social station, rearing, educa- 


tion (informal), wealth, and family situa- 
tion, 


2. They were both soldiers of great cour- 
age and daring; both were generous, honor- 





able, and chivalrous ;-both were deeply reli- 
gious, and both were lovers of the beautiful. | 
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3. It was only in the joy of their sincere 
love for one another that there was any 
profit to either one, for Jonathan won his 
father’s almost murderous hatred for be- 
friending David, and David almost lost his 
life by the same hand, over and over, for 
sticking close to his princely friend. 

4. His loyalty to his friend David. 

5. He not only risked his life with his 
father to get David out of danger, but he 
stood aside with a willing heart that David 
might advance to his place in the succession 
to the kingdom. He loved David not for 
what he could get from him but for what he 
could do for him, “not to get and possess, 
but to give and to bless.” 


6. The promise made to Jonathan years 
before was beautifully kept after he was 
made king (1 Sam. 20: 12-16 and 2 Sam. 
9: 1-13) and his “Song of the Bow” (2 Sam. 
1: 19-27) expresses in words the sincerity 
of his love for his friend. 

y. “Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends” 
(John 15: 13). 

8. His remaining absolutely true to both 
his father Saul, and to his friend David, 
through dire circumstances in which those 
two were diametrically opposed. 

9. Intimacy, love, fidelity, constancy, and 
sacrifice. 

10. Unselfishness. 

11. See 2 Samuel 1: 26. 

12. Personal. 


13. Abraham was called the friend of God 
(Jas. 2: 23). 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sept. 7 Our Crusade Plans. 
1s. (Consecration meeting.) 

Sept. 14. How Increase Our Membership? 
Acts 2: 42-47. 

Sept. 21. How Improve Our Organization and 
Team-Work? Acts 6: 17. 

Sept. 28. How Would I Spend $1,000,000 on 
Missions? Luke 10: 25-37. (Home and 
foreign missions.) 


Exod. 33 : 12- 





Sunday, August 31 
Why Are Industrial Missions Worth 
While? 
(1 Cor. 9: 19-23) 





Mon.—Paul, a tradesman (Acts 18 : 1-6). 

Tues.—Work brings self-respect (2 Thess. 
3: 7-10). 

Wed.—Missions build character (1 Cor. 


3 29-15). 

Thurs.—The duty of work (John 9: 1-4). 
Fri—Teaching thrift (Prov. 13: 11). 
Sat.—Building a life (Prov. 14: 23). 











Why have industrial missions at all? 
How do industrial missions help people? 


How measure the value of industrial mis- 
sions? 


ERHAPS there is no more thrilling 

and marvelous story of the industrial 
missions than the work of the New 
Guinea Evangelization Society, until a 
few months ago led by the Rev. Charles 
W. Abel. When éarly in the life of the 
mission which Mr. Abel began at Quato, 
New Guinea, he determined upon a large 
scale industrial work, missionary leaders 
shook their heads. But Mr. Abel was 
convinced that the contact of the Papuan 
people with western civilization and the 
diseases of civilized men would soon ex- 
terminate them, unless they were brought 
to Christ, and at the same time were 
taught industries within their own vil- 
lages. 

His station Quato was on an island and 
so he established there a compound where 
native children, many of them saved from 
burial alive with their dead mothers, 
might be brought up to know Christ and 
be trained in habits of industry from their 
earliest years. 

Mr. Arthur Pollock says of the work 
in the Christian World of London: 

“Some of his friends who distrusted 
this segregation policy, feared that Me was 
wrapping his natives in cotton-wool; but, 
at the end of thirty years, his vision has 
become a fully realized achievement. 
Only a fortnight ago he told me that the 
children he had raised are now, as men 
and women, Christianizing their fellow 





Papuans as they work alongside of them 
in the coconut plantations.” 
$e 

When: Mr. Abel first went to Quato 
he found it a malarial swamp. He taught 
the natives to cut down trees and to work 
a steam sawmill. ‘He taught them car- 
pentry, smithing, and how to erect simple 
buildings. Under his direction they built 
a model village for the fast growing 
family of Christian natives. Later they 
were taught launch building, house con- 
struction, coconut planting, carpet mak- 
ing, and printing. So excellent a type 
of printing work is done by the Papuan 
natives, that only recently one of the 
London missionary societies gave to Mr. 
Abel a contract for, printing New Testa- 
ments and Bible portions in some of the 
Polynesian languages for other mission 
stations, and these books were completely 
printed and bound at Quato. 

Instead of the lazy, shiftless indolence 
which is a universal characteristic of the 
Papuans, today you will find the mission 
stations of the New Guinea Evangeliza- 
tion Society turning out sober, industrious, 
and intelligent Christians, able to support 
themselves and their families at a re- 
spectable trade or employment. : 


se ee ee 

Not only in New Guinea have indus- 
trial missions been successful. They have 
made a great contribution to the mission- 
ary success of Africa and other lands as 
well, where the natives have no civiliza- 
tion or industry tipon which to build, and 
little or no natural means of support. 

But, industrial missions‘ must: ever be 


measured by the effectiveness with which. |. 


they spread the Good ‘News, of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to those who have never 
heard. The missionary’s primary object 


must ever be to “preach the* gospel to |' 


every creature.” This has certainly been 
true of the New Guinea Evangelization 


Society, and of many other industrial |. 


missions. Where saving men and women 
has become secondary to the social ‘and 
economic uplift of the natives, then in- 
dustrial missions must be fated as a fail- 
ure, not from the industrial but from the 
missionary standpoint. It is a tragedy 
when Christian men and: women give 
their time and strength to educating or 
teaching a people a trade, and fail to bring 
them into vital touch with the living 
Christ. Such efforts are but to aid the un- 
saved to greater opportunities and new 
methods of sinning. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add S@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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A FRIEND STATES 
OUR GASE 


“‘T think you omit the most im- 
portant of all reasons for con- 
tributing to the work (Jewish 
Missions), That reason is_ the 
blessing attached to anything 
done for that race, which was. 
first promised to Abraham and 
ratified through Balaam and re- 
iterated in many ways through- 
out the Bible, together with a 
curse attached to any injury done 
them. It seems to me that this 
could be brought home to the 
average Gentile with great ad- 
vantage to all concerned.” 





So writes a generous friend of 
the Mission. We have always 
hesitated to overstress thissphase 
of the subject, for fear of being 
accused by some thoughtless peo- 
pie ot materialism. But when we 
are rebuked for such hesitation 
by so faithful a friend as the one 
who wrote the ahove, we feel the 
least we can-do is to pass the 
letter on to as many of His 
children as possible, with a 
prayer ithat it will be a blessing 
to them. 


Our work merits your every 
confidence. Our field is net only 
the 2,000,000 Jews of New York, 
but the 4,000,000 Jews of Amer- 
ica. And through co-operating 
missionaries we are represented, 
and our Yiddish publications are 
being distributed, in all the im- 
portant Jewish centers of the 
world. In America, Branches are 
being established in the larger 
cities as the Lord gives us the 
means and the workers. Your 
help and prayers are always 
needed, ‘The Chosen People,” 
loved by many Bible students for 
‘its helpful:information on Proph- 
ecy and the Jews, is sent to all 
contributors. May we hear from 
you ? 


American Board of Missions 
To The Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO INVEST 


Some of your resources in human life that 
has a Christian purpose? 
I would like to tel! you how to do it. 


CHARLES C. ELLIS, President, 
Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa. 
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je earn $50 to $200 or more selling our 


stmas Greeting Cards. 24 steel-engraved 
cards and folders. Lined envelopes. Gift box. 
wf}. a ys early staxt, 
today articulars a ee 5 
Woman's institute, Dept.65-H. anton, Pa 
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Baby Comfort Is Assured if 
You Use .. 


7 


CUTICURA 
PREPARATIONS. 


Price 2c. each. Sample free. 
Address: “Cutieura,” Dept. 2B, Malden, Mass. 























CHRISTMAS GREETIN The line that wins and 
. holds customers. Gen- 
uine steel engraved. 40% commission. Portfolio of 
samples and your own cards free. Federal Art, 
Division RT. 297 Congress, Boston, Mass. 
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Start a Successful 
NURSERY CLASS 
October Ist.'.... 


Thousands of Church 
Schools are having suc- 


eee aT 





ie cessful Nursery Classes 
with this NEW course 
by Louise M. Oglevee, 
which includes Teach- 


ers Text Book with 
52 lessons; 10 large 
ictures in full colors 
lor class work ; 52 les- 
son leaflets for the 
child, Nothing finer 
has ever been offered. 


Plans and Stories 
for the Nursery Class 


will be sent to your school on approval. 
Study it at your leisure. If you don’t be- 
lieve it is the finest Nursery Course you 
have ever seen, return it to us at our expense. 


Send today for 
FREE DEMONSTRATION SET 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
Dept. ST—816 
8th and Cutter Sts., Cincinnati, Ohio 











“Christian Life” 
| Series 
Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practical 
Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 
































Costs only $5.25 per 100 


“Rally Day Call” 


A complete service of songs and exercises. 
e »” (new. 
‘Rally Day Campfire se5e! 
rner 
“-o-y-a-l E-v-e-r” “ormer 
Two “Miniature E-Z Pageants” requiring 
NO MEMORY WORK—NO REHEARSALS 


Sample Editions of these three (3) programs mailed 
on request. Address 


G. C. Tullar, 2% 10 fee 
CEDARVILLE COLLEGE 


Cedarville, Ohio 
GOING TO COLLEGE ? Try Cedarville College. A 


genuine Christian college. ‘Total expenses, $450.00 
a year. 


GIVING TO COLLEGES ? Send your check, today 
to Cedarville College. It is worthy of libera 
Christian support. Send for a catalogue. 


WERNER’S ELITE 
Christmas Cards 


EXTRAORDINARY VALUE 


22 Cards, new designs, with artistic envelopes, 
packed in a beautiful box. 


Gend for Sample Box and Selling Pian 
oe 
&.G. WERNER SONS Co., 

236-242 Grape Street, Reading, Pa. 

Enclosed find 60c. Send me a sample box “ ELITE 
CHRISTMAS CARDS,” also send details and order 
blanks. 

Name 
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( For Family Worship J 
\ By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Hame Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


A One Hundred Dollar Gift 


T HIS department had a prayer request 
some time ago for the conference 
grounds, in the Blue Ridge, of the Co- 
lumbia Bible College. A lady in Florida 
read it and wrote inquiring about that 
conference, saying she would be in Ashe- 
ville during ‘August. The conference 
was to be held August 2 to 10. Dean 
McQuilkin writes in this connection: 

“A few days ago a gift of a hundred 
dollars came from this lady for our 
summer conferences. It so happened that 
we still owed a hundred dollars on the 
conference grounds, That is, there was 
more than a hundred pledged that had 
not been paid, and one gift of a hun- 
dred dollars that probably would have 
been paid but the man who promised it 
suffered loss in one of those terrible 
bank failures in Georgia. This left us 
one hundred dollars shert in paying back 
a loan that had been made without in- 
terest, covering the pledges. It does 
seem as though this gift was a direct 
answer to prayer and it came through 
that note in the Times.” 


August 25 to 31 
Mon.—Amos 7:10-17. The Call of Amos. 


In Christianity Today, the new monthly 
periodical of conservative Presbyterian- 
ism, Dr. J. G. Machen tells how “the 
deadly peace. that has captured most of 
the large Protestant bodies” today is 
the inevitable consequence of “this dis- 
astrous notion that an individual or a 
church may avoid doing unpleasant things 
and yet maintain its power.” Amaziah, 
who made his living by compromising, 
by mixing Jehovistic with Egyptian calf 
worship, tries to make Amos out as a 
traitor for prophesying unpleasant truths. 
Against the “Thou sayest” of verse 6, 
Amos matches the “Thus saith the Lord” 
of verse 17. God found in the herdsman 
Amos a man who would tell the truth. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
supply of the running expenses of Colum- 
bia College, a Bible school supplying a 
real need for the whole of the great 
South, and that the news of its existence 
may be gotten out throughout the whole 
of this section of America and eisewhere, 
for it offers unusual opportunity to Bible 
students. Pray for God’s choosing of 
student workers. and supporters (Colum- 
bia Bible College, Hampton and Pickens 
Streets, Columbia, S. C.) . 

Tues.—Amos 3: 9-15. 
° The Punishment of Israel 

Lengthening bread lines are always 
ominous. It was so in France, when it 
overworked the guillotine. It was so in 
wicked Israel when “tumults” defied op- 
pression from the palaces. Amos fore- 
warns that Philistia and Egypt, ancient 
enemies, wiil witness the punishment for 
sin of the whole house of Jacob. All 
the wickedness of Israel is traceable to 
Jeroboam’s golden calves at Bethel sub- 
stituted for true Jehovah worship at 
Jerusalem (v. 14). 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for con- 
verts among Japanese officers on Jap- 
anese ocean liners coming into port at 
San Diego, Cal., through the ministry 
of Captain Price and his co-workers of 
the Japan Scamen’s Mission; for two 
thousand dollars for headquarters stations 
in Japan, 


Wed.—Amos 4:6-11. Divine Chas*isements. 


In America are six million unemployed, 
“clean of teeth” as they wait in the res- 
cue missions —~many' of them—for a 
cup of sugarless black coffee and an un- 
buttered sandwich (v. 6); a Mississippi 
flood here and a drought there (v. 7); 
the peaches and cherries frost-killed in 
parts of the country, and the Mediter- 





ranean fruit-fly keeping company with 
the boll-weevil and the San Jose fruit 





scale (v. 9); “flu” epidemics; and Gold 


Star mothers fainting on white-crossed 
graves, as Congressional generosity gives 
them free trips to Flanders Field ceme- 
teries (v. 10). May not America learn 
lessons from Israel, and prepare to meet 
a soon-coming Lord? (v. 12.) 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that Chris- 
tian men and women in the grip of Satan 
through fear of any sort may be deliv- 
ered; pray that the heathen in the grip of 
demoniacal fear may be delivered through 
the Gospel. 

Thurs.—Amos 5:1-3. Israel’s Elegy. 


Sin persisted in breaks Jehovah's heart. 
Calvary was ’s heartbreak over a 
lost world. Here is God’s dirge over 
unrepentant Israel. The “virgin of Is- 
rael” (v. 2) is Israel as the nation 
hitherto never subjugated by aliens. “No 
more” is used in a restricted sense (cf. 
2 Kings 6:23; 24:7). Israel will rise 
again in the millennium. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIoNns: Pray for prayer 
groups in various churches threatened 
with break-ups through jealousies or 
other internal schismatic efforts on the 
part of the Evil One. A special request 
comes in to this end from a Pennsylvania 
prayer group leader. Pray for the for- 
mation of such prayer groups, and that 
all of them may get the vision of prayer 
group evangelism. 


Fri—Amos 5: 25-27. The Folly of Idolatry. 


In the very presence of the glory-fire 
of the Shekinah in the Tabernacle, Israel 
in the wilderness secretly practiced idol- 
atry with a small portable shrine, to es- 
cape Moses’ observation (Ezek. 20: 7, 8, 
39; Josh. 24:14). .The sin is continued 
in the Egyptian calf-worship set up at 
Bethel. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Chris- 
tians in prisons and penitentiaries, some 
reclaimed through this misfortune and 
some converted behind the bars; pray for 
one prisoner in particular, who is in a 
large way the victim for the guilt of an 
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accomplice, that this man may be re- 
leased from his life term if it is the 


Lord’s will; pray for God’s blessing on - 


all prison evangelism. 
Sat—Amos 6:1-7. The Way to Woe. 


Zion of the two and Samaria of the 
ten tribes, to whom Israel came at first 
as she entered Canaan, named chief of 
nations by representative cities from all 
points of the compass (vs. 1, 2) was at 
ease, in riotous luxury, in a day. of awful 
unrighteousness (vs. 3-6). mos con- 
tinually upbraids the aristocrats in the 
palaces, They shall go first in ‘the As- 
syrian captivity now at the door. Et is 
a graphic picture, too, of our own day 
(Matt. 24: 48). 

Prayer Svuccestions: Requests are 
coming to this column for the salvation 
of the unsaved. A California friend of 
the Times refers to such a request made 
@ year ago, saying, “The subject of this 
request died with a smile on his face, 
knowing that he was going. We are 
confident he was saved, though no word 
was spoken. May I now plead for. his 
sons and their families?” 

Sun.—Isaiah 55:1-7. The Way of Life. 

The way to life emerges from the 
vicarious sufferings on the cross, which 
Isaiah foresaw as no other prophet (Isa. 
53). One fruit of the sufferings is to 
be Israel’s eventual penitence and regal 
restoration (Isa. 54); and, as a result 
of God’s grace to the Jews first, comes 
the call to the Gentiles to faith (Isa. 55). 
The day of grace is far spent. In this 
twentieth century verses 6 and 7 need to 
be preached as never before. Satan is 
either blindifig the minds of them that 
believe not, or in lying accusation is tell- 
ing them it is too late. Satan hates 
God’s “abundantly” (v. 7). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray. for the 
Holy Spirit to follow up the work at all 
summer Bible conferences in all lands in 
the behalf of those who were convicted 
either for their salvation or for victory 
in their Christian lives. 
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that our gift will ulti- 
mately aid a - 
ary agency. We like your 





will continue perhaps | 
after I have Ph om ives at 
pleasure.”’ 




















Annuitant as long as he 
lives; and pays it 
promptly.” 

7 


““The thing most gratifying 
to me is the knowledge 
that after I am gone my 
money will still be at 
work at is, it means 
ermanency of Gospel 
roclamation.”’ 


x7 

“fT am now past seventy- 
one, and have money in- 
vested in other ways that 
give me trouble and anx- 
lety; but the income from 
your annuity bond agree- 
ment comes as regularly as 
the seasons.’’ 


% 


“I have a real joy in the 
thought that I can have a 
share in the truly wonder- 
ful work the Bible Soci 
is doing for the whole 
world. I consider this is the 
investment I have ever 
made.’’ 
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The Bible House, Astor Place, New York, N. Y. 





“ Gentlemen: 1 would like to leara about the plan which assures as 
9 high as 9% according to age. Please send me without obligation 
, on my part your booklet No. 13§5$, entitled “Bibles and Bonds” 
Name 
Address 
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